Well, it’s that time of year again when you hear the word “stewardship” bantered about.  We are in year three of a four year stewardship plan that elevates the four main focal points of our vision statement:  To manifest God’s love through invitation, inclusion, faith and action.  This year we are focusing on FAITH.
Given all the economic anxiety of the last year we have all heard a lot of words and phrases that have induced more frustration and anxiety into our lives.  Phrases like “stimulus money” and “bail outs” have become part of our vocabulary this year.  The concepts themselves have created controversy and dissatisfaction.  This year the Stewardship Committee has decided to inject some positivity into these words and use them with a sense of humor and joy to remind us of all the good things that continue bless our lives despite the economic hardships of the last year.  So this year our focus will be on what we are calling the “Faith Recovery Act”.  The purpose of this focus is to remind us all that faith is the real stimulus of our efforts in the community.  In a time when companies are being bailed out we want to bail in, as it were, and recommit ourselves to the great ministries that continue to emerge from St. John’s.   Now, more than ever, the church can play an important role in a world that has become cynical and divided over all that has happened.  We need to be a people that restore faith in what is possible.
The truth is that if you add up the value of every dollar that was given to St. John’s last year, it would be an understatement to say that it produced more than ten dollars of impact in the community, whether that be through volunteer hours that were inspired by the ministries of St. John’s or through decisions that were impacted in the broader community through the involvement of St. John’s parishioners.  We like to think that St. John’s has been the best investment around this year.  
So, to get things rolling, St. John’s has provided its only stimulus package.  Everyone who received a pledge card this year also received a five dollar bill.   Each child received one dollar.   Although this is not much, the purpose behind it is for each of you to treat it as money sent from God to use spontaneously out there in the world.  You might want to use it to pay the toll of someone behind you.  You might want to use it to buy a meal for a homeless person.  You might want to use it to support a cause.  The point is, the church should be inspiring a spirit of giving that overcomes the spirit of fear that seems rampant in our society.  The more we give, the more we stand against the spirit of scarcity that is often promoted in the media.  God has provided and will continue to provide and we hope that we can play a role in recovering a sense of faith in our future as citizens and as children of God’s kingdom.  

So have fun finding ways to give as you also prayerfully consider how to support the best investment you can make in St. John’s in the coming year.

Blessings,

Scott

