ST. JOHN’S ECOLOGY GROUP
MINUTES:  Tuesday, 7:00 P.M. January 5, 2010

Location:  St. John’s Church – Room 12

Present:
Bonnie Moran, Mary Lou DeLauer, Mary Wilson, Tess

Freidenburg, Michelle Inama, Mary Kimball, Sandra and Bob Davidson

A. Reflection:  
Bob D.  : Earth Prayers

B. Minutes: 
Review of Minutes dated November 3, 2009


C. Financial Rpt: 
$766.15  less  $121.25 for door supplies =  $ 544.90

D. Old Business:

1. Solar Power at St. John’s

a. Solar installation to be complete after the 15th of January 2010

b. Roof replacement project is complete.

2. Environmental Energy Audit Project by Alberto Santos-Davidson:

a. Project is complete with report given to the vestry.

b. Complete five year energy usage audit was done;  six duct  joints were repaired; all exterior doors were weather-stripped and door bottoms were

Installed.

c. Bob to send Alberto’s Power Point presentation and report to Michelle for  

     posting on St. John’s web site.
d. Alberto and his class are looking for other environmental projects for next 

Spring.   Michelle suggested one possibility would be to “Green the Hill” 

Below the Rectory by pulling weeds, mulching and planting native plants.

Bob will pass this on to the class. Tess’ husband has native plants available.
3. The movie “Thirst” :    

 Michelle reported about and recommended the movie for us to view.  Water

 Is more and more a serious issue locally and internationally.

E. New Business:

1. Summary of “Copenhagen” Conference on Jan. 12, 2010 in Berkeley.

Bonnie will be attending and welcomes anyone else who might be able to attend between 1:00pm and 2:30pm at Berkeley’s Freight and Salvage.

2. Waste management Recycling and Composting Tour: 

It had been suggested by Michelle that we consider re-doing the recycling tour that was first done in 2004 and to also do a tour of the composting facility.  Michelle did some research and found that waste Management has made changes since 2004 and is open to providing tours M-F during the day.  All of our Oakland composting goes to a facility in Modesto.

    3.    Michelle suggested we do the tour to both facilities if possible and:

a. Advertise it at Church
b. Take David, our sextant, if it can be worked out
c. Take lots of photos and movies in order to make a film piece for use in educating our congregation as part of an on-going educational process.

d. We discussed getting Jim McIlvaine and Brad Seals involved in the filming 

     and production side of things.  The possibility of getting Alberto's class       

     involved was also discussed.

e.  Bob to contact Jim and Brad re: their involvement and will coordinate the 

     timing with Waste management.

f.   Bob will contact Alberto and his class about their possible participation.

F. 2010 Ideas

The concept of the conversation was to brainstorm directions for the coming year at St. Johns.  The following is a summary of items to be undertaken in 2010:

1. Minimize Paper Use at St. John’s: People realized that this would involve changes to the Sunday Bulletin and, therefore, involve other interests and committees.  It was decided to explore with Scott and others just what might be done this year.  Tess, Bonnie and Mary W., as a sub-committee, will review, organize and talk with Scott.  Effort to include other group leaders.

2. Bob announced that he could not be co-chair of the Ecology Group this year or do the minutes due to his becoming the new Senior Warden.  Michelle volunteered to Co-Chair and to do the Minutes.

3. Michelle suggested using our portion of the bulletin board to display items we use and which waste container they go into.

4. Continue Education on Recycling and Composting.

5. Organize and do the Recycling / Compost tours and film as part of the continuing educational effort during the coming year.

G. Bonnie Needs:

All members to think through work and activities that our committee has done during the end of 2007, and all of 2008 and 2009.  Compile your recollections and send them to Bonnie for inclusion into the Record.

H. MOUSE:

Anyone with a Mouse Article idea should let Bonnie know but go ahead and write it for submission.  Remember, the Mouse is now published monthly.

I. Routine Business:

1. Next Meeting: 

February 2, 2010, 7 p.m.

2. Place:



St. John’s Library Room
3. Reflective Reading:
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