Minutes

St. John’s Ecology Group

Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Library

7 – 8:30 p.m.

Attendance:  Bonnie Moran, Bob and Sandra Davidson, Tess Freidenburg, Michelle Inama, Mary Wilson
Reflection:  Michelle
Minutes:  Bonnie motioned to accept the minutes of February 2, 2010.  Seconded and accepted.

Anti-Trash Film :  Bob reported that Alberto is on board and has begun work on the film.  Spent first week brainstorming approach, securing equipment, etc.  He’s interviewed some folks already.   Bonnie offered to get some photos of our trash/compost/recycling pick up at church.  Alberto met with Jim MacIlvaine regarding narration.    He’s using Brad Seals’ camera.  Concentrating on both good visual and sound quality.
ACTION ITEM:   A subset of the Ecology Group needs to meet soon to brainstorm on message and script since all filming needs to be done by the end of March and this is our film as to content.  Bob will pull something together and whoever can make it, will.
Bonnie shared with us a song she and Sara have created to be used in the film (it is great!).
Bob discovered a place in San Jose (Zanchor?), which appears to do cutting edge recycling and composting.  If need be, he and Alberto can take a trip down there to do some filming.

It was discussed and everyone agreed to dedicate the film to Margie and Tom, who started the EG at St. John’s decades ago and only recently have stepped down.

ACTION ITEM:  Anyone with photographs that might be useful for the film (see Bonnie’s offer above), should provide them to Alberto for possible inclusion in the film.
Field Trip to Waste Management Transfer Station:  The EG’s field trip to WM Transfer Station will take place March 10.  Bonnie will invite anyone from the parish who may wish to attend through the Sunday bulletin.  Meet at church at 11:15 a.m. to carpool, if so desire.
BATTERIES (the agenda item that just won’t go away ;-):  As discussed last month, the EG will educate the parish, through Bulletin, Mouse, weekly email, word-of-mouth, whatever-it-takes, of the many places batteries can be recycled, including, but not limited to, Best Buy, libraries, Ikea, Home Depot, etc.  (I think we need a point person to lead this effort)
Earth Day Celebration:  EG will host coffee hour on Sunday, April 25 in celebration of [the 40th anniversary of] Earth Day.  In addition, Scott has agreed to give a sermon on this topic and Tess has agreed to give an Adult Ed class.  Suzy Tindall has slotted Tess for that day’s Adult Ed and Sarah Jones has been notified that EG is hosting coffee hour.

ACTION ITEM:  NEED A TITLE FOR TESS’S PRESENTATION.
and speaking of COFFEE:  Brief discussion re: switching coffee providers for the church.  We’ve had a great provider these past few years (Uncommon Grounds (?) – fair trade, organic, shade grown, locally owned (wow, if I’ve got this all right).  However, we’ve also got a subset of parishioners doing terrific work supporting programs in Africa, some funds for which are raised by the selling of coffee (same as above, except I believe locally owned by someone in Africa who then can contribute to their local community).  Can we switch coffee providers?  Can we use both?  Should we just stick with what we’ve got?  To be discussed in further detail at next month’s meeting.
ACTION ITEM:  ADD “CHURCH COFFEE PROVIDER” TO NEXT MONTH’S EG AGENDA.
Solar Roof Installation:  The solar panels are scheduled to be installed on Thursday, March 4.  The roof hardware has already been installed and waiting for the panels.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Inama
