








Reflections on a
Trip to Uganda

team of six who traveled from Cali-
fornia and Atlanta to volunteer at KIDA
(Kitojo Integrated Development Associa-
tion, the NGO run by Rev. Ezra and Mar-
jorie Musobozi). Some of my very colorful
memories are:

" The Friends of Ruwenzori were a
¥

* Gil playing “What a friend we have in Je-
sus” on his violin to a waiting room full of
KIDA AIDS clients while many sing along
in Rutooro, laugh and cry. They know the
song and many other Christian songs that
Gil pulls out of his hat.

* Lucy, the KIDA sewing instructor, creat-
ed a complete outfit for my daughter-in- law
Jenn, and asks her to try it on. She does and
it fits perfectly. Jenn had previously asked
Lucy to teach her how to carry large objects
on her head. The secret: a special headpiece.
Jenn asked for the headpiece and received a
matching three piece outfit!

* The cultural evening at KIDA brings near-
ly 1,000 spectators; it lasts 3 hours and is ac-
companied by long speeches of two women
running for Uganda’s Parliament. We Ameri-
cans have to perform, so we do the “chicken
dance” to Gil’s “Turkey in the Straw” and we
march with KIDA’s Drama Group to Gil’s
“Washington Post March”. (It’s July 4th).
Pretty corny but they love it. We are treated
to an abundance of much more profession-
al entertainment, dances, songs, clowning, a
man on stilts, an auction to launch KIDA’s
first magazine and drama DVD. It gets dark
and all those people have to walk home in the
dark (no electricity so no street lights).

* Brian Kast’s ubiquitous video camera with
tripod does not intrude but participates in
KIDA’s many activities. Every so often he
turns it around and lets the children look at
themselves and giggle. Brian also sings and
plays his guitar for the people just hanging
around. He is so moved by his experience
that he writes a song which is so well re-
ceived: “Uganda! We are onel”

* Our son Mike hangs out with Murungi, Fiz-
ra’s oldest son, and plays ball with kids, hauls
bricks, counts pills, talks with Ezra. He and
I gaze up at the brilliant stars together one
evening and talk for a long time. I am so im-
pressed how in just a few short days, Michael
has come to understand the struggles that
the people face: the gitls who walk miles to
school and fall victim to bribing men along
the way, getting pregnant and HIV. He is re-
ally moved by this place and by the people
here.

* Jan Doninelli is in love with the kids, the
women, the staff, the goats, the monkeys.
Jan has a soft heart, never complains, is so
selfless and giving. What a delight she is. 'm
so glad she lives in Moraga. We'll be lifelong
friends.

e Jan and Jenn learn the Tooro dance steps
and are invited to dance in costume with KI-
DA’s dancing gitls at the drama show at Ma-
bira trading center. They amaze me, and the
Ugandans can hardly believe that Americans
can dance like them.

* We are joined each evening and on our sa-
fari by the very congenial Chris Frey, KIDA’s
second Peace Corps volunteer. What a great

guy!

* Attending church at St. John’s Kabarole
Cathedral in Fort Portal, touring the Manna
Children’s Home, and sharing a pizza with
Carol Adams. (yes, pizzal)

* The beautiful Ruwenzori Mountains. Wow!
The stars, amazingly brilliant! The monkeys
playing in the trees right outside Jan’s door,
so curious they jump on the deck. A lion-
ness sleeps in a tree right next to the road in
Queen Elizabeth Park. She looks up as we
stare at her and, unconcerned, goes back to
sleep.

Gil and Karen Gleason, Michael Gleason (back row)
Brian Kast, Jennifer Gleason, Jan Doninelli (front
row) with Ruwenzori Mountains in the background

I could go on and on. God protected us
from a near head on collision on the Kam-
pala-Fort Portal road and a charging ele-
phant in Queen Elizabeth Park. (We are
so grateful to God and the quick think-
ing of Charles, our driver!) The terrorist
attack occurred only hours after we left
the center of Kampala, and the Entebbe
airport was closed only minutes after our
plane took off!

Thanks for your prayers.

Karen Gleason

When Church
and School Meet

St. John’s Ecology Group and an Albany
High School student formed a partnership
for the school year 2009-2010 to the mu-
tual benefit of both organizations. Albany
High School initiated a focused program
for students in their junior year. One of
the choices is called the EDSET Program
— Environmental Design, Science, Engi-
neering, and Technology. Alberto San-
tos-Davidson chose this course of studies
for two primary reasons. He recognized
it as an opportunity to learn about an ex-
tremely relevant subject in today’s world.
He also personally cared about the subject
and was interested in three of its specif-
ic classes — auto cad design, the focus on
the environment in U. S. History, and the
class on environmental science.

Alberto Santos-Davidson and his
grandfather Bob Davidson

Alberto approached Bob Davidson, a re-
tired architect and co-leader of the Ecol-
ogy Group, who is his grandfather, to talk
through possible ideas for a project for the
fall semester since the students were re-
sponsible for designing their own activity.
Coincidentally, the Ecology Group had
talked about conducting an energy audit at
the church but had not yet done so. Bob
brought Berto’s situation to the Ecology
Group to discuss how its goal and Berto’s
studies seemed to be a good match.

The result was that Alberto developed an
energy audit unit that he conducted dur-
ing the fall semester, 2009. He worked ev-
ery Wednesday on the church site under
the supervision of Bob Davidson. By the
end of his 10 weeks at St. John’s Berto had
graphed five years” worth of utility bills,
weather stripped the leaky door frames,
reconnected the heating pipes in the at-
tic, and made a much appreciated power
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point presentation to the Vestry of his
study and the energy use implications for
the church.

For his spring semester project, Berto and
the Ecology Group were again able to co-
operate on a mutually beneficial project.
The Ecology Group organized a field trip
to the Waste Management Transfer Sta-
tion. Berto was able to film the various
operations performed there, especially the
recycling and composting activities. Berto
and members of the Ecology Group cre-
ated an educational DVD emphasizing
the advances in recycling and composting
with their implications for ongoing eco-
logical practices at St. John’s. At the end
of this 12 week program, Berto had creat-
ed a very well-done twenty-minute DVD
which became part of his school portfo-
lio. The DVD will serve as an education-
al tool for the Church in both adult edu-
cation time and as a ‘sermon’ during the
Sunday service. Additionally, the Church
plans to give the DVD to newcomers as
part of its “Welcome to St. John’s” pack-
age.

Spring Time in Summer

Saint John’s will be having an eatly Spring
Cleaning on September 6th in anticipa-
tion and expectation of Ransom Back the
Rector on the following Saturday (Sep-
tember 11th). As I said in the last Mouse,
the All Parish Work Day on May 1st was
spectacular! This “Spring” cleaning will
be on Labor Day Monday from 8 a.m. till
noon, with plenty of time afterwards for
each of you to relax in the afternoon fol-
lowing your labor of love for the parish.
On Labor Day we will join together to
clean the windows, complete the painting
of the Education Building, and re-stripe
the parking lot. Our thanks to Thorn-
hill School for lending us the equipment
needed to re-stripe. Additionally this will
give us time to do some preparation for
the following Saturday when the Parishio-
ners of Saint John’s Oakland will attempt
to ransom Scott the Rector so that he may
return the next day and in gratitude pre-
pare our breakfast quesadillas. Therefore
we will move the pews and set up some
table areas. Please let me know if there
is anything else you would like fixed or
painted and which project you would like
to work on.

Ken Fuller; Operations Catalyst

North American
Interfaith Network

Excerpted from a July 16 article in the Salt
Lake City Desert News. Bettina Gray is a
meember of St. John's. You'll most often see her
singing in the choir.

Whether they come together after a com-
munity disaster, or because they see the
need for civil discussion, dozens of in-
terfaith organizations have popped up
throughout North America in the past
twenty years. The North American In-
terfaith Network’s (NAIN) annual meet-
ings, from July 25 -27, were hosted by the
Salt Lake Interfaith Roundtable, whose
members came together in anticipation of
the 2002 Winter Olympics. NAIN’s top-
ics included faith-based diplomacy, har-
nessing the unifying potential of faith, the
power of genetics and genealogy in bring-
ing people together, and teaching children
and youth respect for others.

Bettina Gray, a documentary film produc-
er, musician and chair of NAIN, has seen
the interfaith movement grow from the
ground up. In the late 1980s, she helped
found an interfaith council in California,
and members began to wonder wheth-
er similar groups existed. “I helped con-
duct a survey and we discovered there
were others. Part of the questionnaire
was whether they would like to connect
with other interfaith groups. Out of that
response, we began a formative commit-
tee,” and NAIN was organized. ““There’s
no franchise with interfaith work. We’re
not telling people how they should orga-
nize. There’s wonderful diversity in how
they do this in each community, and they
do it for different reasons.”

A group in Syracuse, N.Y., formed short-
ly after 9/11, when angry youths mistook
a Sikh ashram for a Muslim gathering
place and burned it to the ground. Anoth-
er formed in the San Francisco Bay area
after the Loma Prieta earthquake in 1989
forced cooperation among faith groups
that previously had no compelling reason
to come together, she said. Whatever their
founding purpose, as the councils mature,
“they tend to incorporate both social ac-
tion and dialogue. And once they start
working on a project, they find that they
need to talk some more. Once they talk,
they find they have goals and concerns
for their communities they can work to-
gether on. “Some serve, some deal with
the homeless, one group in Toledo, Ohio,
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works with Habitat for Humanity. They
have photos showing a rabbi, an imam
and a Christian preacher working side by
side, helping build a house.”

Virtually every religion teaches com-
passionate action, Gray said, noting it is
fear that divides people. And fear, “at its
heart, is a spiritual problem. Many reli-
gions teach about the antidote to fear,
and it’s a challenge to all of us to live out
those teachings.” Her interfaith work and
her vocation, filming documentaries that
have included interviews with faith lead-
ers from around the globe, have taught
her that “the spiritual truths that under-
lie our religions are not that complicated.
They’re pretty direct. Living them out is
what’s hard.”

Bettina Gray, Joginder Singh and Sister Joan Kirby
of the North American Interfaith Network make a
solar cooker for the Jewish World Watch Solar Cook-
er Project - for the women of the Iridimi Refugee
Camps (Darfur refugees who are mostly Muslim).

See the whole article on the NAIN con-
ference at http://www.desetetnews.com/
article/700048821/Salt-Lake-City-round-
table-hosting-interfaith-network-meet.
html

And for information on NAIN, see the web site
at www.nain.org,

St. John’s
Young Adults Group

On July 7, St. John’s Young Adults held
their first meeting, Although many
were away on vacation, turnout includ-
ed BRENNA MACILVAINE, WILL
BERKEY, LUCAS DENMAN, AN-
NIE PIERPOINT, LIZ CLAYTON
and ALEX TYSON (A friend of Kel-
lor’s family, who has attended some
Mission Trips with our youth). A great
time was had by all. Next: Bowling
night! You can join the St John’s Youth
Group on Facebook to hear about
more events for 20-30 year olds.




St. John’s Family

LARA PIERPOINT recently became
engaged to Tristan Weir, whom she met
while at MIT; she has one more year in
her PhD program, studying Systems En-
gineering, focusing on nuclear energy
policy... The KHO family (NANCY, AN-
DREW, MADDY and LUCY) ate enjoy-
ing the Adirondack Mountains at the end
of August for their annual family camp
week with Nancy’s family - a tradition
that goes back to 1968... ELAINE and
ART REICHERT traveled to Telluride,
Colorado to celebrate her baby brothet’s
60th birthday on August 1. Long drive,
but how else to transport wine and gour-
met goodies across the miles? Highway 50
and lots of mountainous back roads make
this a beautiful road trip...COLESIE and
PAXSON STERLING trekked through
the rural Northern Viet Nam in July; vis-
iting and staying in Black H’mong, Zay,
Red Dzao and Tay villages and people.
This included guided walking and boat
trips on Vietnamese junks... The JOHN,
NANCY, KATE and MAYA WALKER
had a two-week vacation on Cape Cod.
They visited with friends and family, and
enjoyed a whale watching trip where they
saw 16 whales in just two hours... MI-
CHELLE ZIEGMANN, ROSEMARY
BRISTOW, BAILEY and CAMERON
ZIEGMANN are thrilled to now be in
their new home in Lafayette. Although
on the “other side of the tunnel” now,
they’ll still be regulars at St. Johns’. Bai-
ley is spending 6 weeks in Philadelphia,
returning mid-August. SALVADOR is
spending the summer attending classes at
the University of Sussex..BONNIE and
JERRY MORAN are heading to Maine
in August to attend the 100th Reunion
of the Boothby family (Bonnie’s mother’s
maiden name). From Maine they’ll trav-
el to Nova Scotia, where ancestors on her
father’s side lived in the 17th Century...

St. John’s 4-H-ers

AUDREY BYRNE showed her dairy
goat, Sienna, won a Ist place in Show-
womanship. as well as Best of Show for
her knitted bear with finger-knitted scarf.
Her brother, KYLE won 2nd place in
the pet show showing his corn snake,
Gwen. Kyle and Audrey also worked the
4H cake booth, the annual fundraiser
for the Alameda County 4H..HAELEY
and CALVIN MOORE’s pigs took 8th
and 10th in their classes, and both made

it through Showmanship (which deter-
mines their knowledge about pigs and
ability to move them around the ring)...
ANTHONY FERGUSON  competed
well in his first year in the swine project,
placing 2nd with his pig, Half and Half.
KATIE placed high with her two market
hogs, Kagen and Adrienne. Katie also fin-
ished 2nd in the Intermediate Showman-
ship competition (14-15 age group), then
moved up to Seniors (16 and older), where
she finished 4th. The swine group also
swept all the major project awards includ-
ing Clean Pen, Best Decorated Display
(big thanks to TINA!), Best Auction Dis-
play and the top award for Herdsman.

St. John’s Campers

Abby Smith went to Woodward West
Gymnastics Camp in July, and met Ker-
ri Strug, the Olympic gold medalist, who
coached her on the high bars.

Junior High BREAD*: Abby Smith, Kir-
by Marion, Holly Slatter, Mimi Trevor,
and Kelsey Macilvaine, Counselo

Senior High BREAD: Celia Fong, Laurel
Crocker, Marg Cauchois, Hannah Brum-
baum, Tracey Landstrom, Camille Cau-
chois, and Kelsey as their counselor, too.

*B.R.E.A.D. = Bible, Recreation, Educa-
tion and Discovery

St. Dorothy’s Rest Campers: Maddy Jones,
Stuart Jones, Will Sooter, Alison Sooter,
Abby Smith, Mim Trevor, Frankie Trevor,
Holly Slater, Abby Slater, Kirby Marion,
Wialter Marion, Rebecca Robinson, Van-
essa Wittmer and Salina Wittmer.

Summer BBQs at St. John’s

In the tradition of the church picnic, St.
John’s is hosting two Friday night bar-
becues this summer with only one goal
- fun! Ouwr first already happened on July
9th, and was quite a success. John Cullom
served as our Grill Master, cooking up all
kinds of delicious goodies offered by St.
John’s finest culinary talents. The array of
side dishes was equally impressive. The
slightly cool weather was no match for the
warm conversation and camaraderie that
is so unique to our parish.

Miss out on the fun? Our second bar-
beque will be held Friday, August 27th
from 6:00-8:00pm. This one promises to
be even more spectacular than the first,
complete with kids’ activities, and a hymn
sing with our very own Sara Evinger.

No need to RSVP — just bring something
to grill, a side dish, and a warm sweater.
All children are asked to bring 1 (one)
riddle for silly song time. Favorite hymns
may be requested, too. Just email Sara E at
sevinger@comcast.net.

We'll see you therel

St. Dorothy’s Rest at Camp Meeker




Growing Green

-

This summer has been
very educational for me,
both personally and as
the Church School Coor-
dinator. I now understand
quite clearly why we refer
to the season after Pentecost as the “green
growing” time in Godly Play. It’s simul-
tancously wonderful and exhausting to
grow closer to God’s purpose for us.

Participating in the appreciative inquiry
process led by Rev. Ann has underscored
the theme of growth and change for me.
Looking at all the amazing things we do
as a parish, and working to strengthen
them is a joyful process. I've learned so
much about this place, even as someone
who has grown up here.

There are so many programs and minis-
tries at St. John’s, and while they each do
different things, they all share one thing
in common; that those who participate in
them find spiritual nourishment. As the
staff has begun planning for fall, I have
been pondering a question: “How does
church school provide spiritual food to St.
John’s, and how can we do an even better

job of doing that?”

It’s not a question that calls for an outright
answer, and certainly one not to be pon-
dered by a church school coordinator in
isolation. It is my hope to have individual
half-hour meetings with all of our fantas-
tic church school volunteers and families
to begin exploring this. I will be in touch
with you, but don’t be shy if youd like to
get started sooner! I am energized by the
prospect of getting to know this church
community even better, and working to-
gether to create a church school program
that is green and growing — all year!

So watch your inboxes for information
and updates as we continue to build a vi-
brant program that serves our entire par-
ish.

Apnnie Pierpoint

afpierpoint(@gmail.com
530-902-7539

Nancy Hall’s haikn is scattered thronghont
the Mouse.

Youth Choir

St. John’s Youth Choir kicks
off its fall schedule on Tues-
day, September 21 at 6:00
4 p-m. with supper in the Re-

ception Room followed by
practice in the Church. We will sing at the
9:00 a.m. service on Sunday, October 31
for the Pirate Eucharist, and on Novem-
ber 14 for Africa Sunday. In December we
will present a special Advent Concert —
“Where Is Christmas?”

Youth Choir December 2009 — “Xmas”

Rehearsals are held from 7:00 — 8:00 p.m.
on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month beginning in October. All chil-
dren and youth in first through twelfth
grades are welcome in the Youth Choir
(second grade reading level recommend-

ed).

For more information, a complete schedule and
to register, contact Sara Evinger, Youth Music
Director at sevinger@comcast.net or (510) 658-
2792.

Godly Play Training
Event

Greetings, Godly Play Teachers
and Wannabees!

On Saturday, August 28th from 9-3,
the diocese will be doing another
“Equipping the beloved community”
event. This would be a GREAT way
for aspiring teachers to learn what
Godly Play is all about, or for old tim-
ers to get back into the “Godly Play
groove” as we gear up for fall. There
are introductory workshops and
workshops for more experienced sto-
rytellers and doorkeepers. It’s being
held at Holy Trinity church in Men-
lo Park, and the cost is $25. Scholar-
ships are available.

Email Annie Pierpoint if interested: afpier-
point(@gmail.com

Softball Roundup

We have lots of new,
young faces on the
Saints and Sinners in
2010, including Molly
and Mark Stutzman
and Annie Marcuz-
zo (pictured), as well
as Will Berkey, An-
nie Pierpoint, Amos
McCray-Goldsmith and John Marcuzzo.
They join our seasoned veterans Bry-
an Farley, Colleen Bazeley, Paul Brum-
baum, Lucas Denman, Mike Hoffman,
Herb Johnson, Josette Johnson, David
and Tim Johnson, Doug Wong, Michelle
Ziegmann and yours truly.

v s
Mollie and Mark Stutzman

®

To date we are showing strong at 2 and 2
with 26 runs scored, hoping to bring our
record up to 3 and 2 tonight (July 21). Our
defense has been strong from the get-go
but it has taken a while to get our bats
up to speed. Some trips to the cages and
practicing good form have produced im-
proved results in later games. Cheers to
Will Berkey, who clubbed a homerun his
first pitch of his first at bat!

Join us for our upcoming games (always at
Coaches Field, Moraga Road): Weds., July
28, 6 p.m. vs. Muffin Tops; Thurs., Aug. 5,
7:15 p.m. vs. Sunnyside Up; Wed., Aug. 11,
7:15 p.m. hosting Wildcats; and Sat., Sept.
11, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. the Second Piedmont
Adult Softball Tournament.

Sarab Jones

HOUSE SITTER: If youre go-
ing away on a fabulous family va-
cation, Annie Pierpoint is avail-
able for house, plant, and pet
sitting. She’s got a lot of experi-
ence! Call her cell phone at 530-
902-7539 or Email afpierpoint@
gmail.com




Yakama Mission Trip

Ruminations

On June 19, twenty youth and five
adults from St. John’s embarked on a
mission trip to the Yakama Nation in
Washington. We expected to serve Na-
tive American peoples. We all wanted to
do some good work, to make a differ-
ence. We hoped our efforts would be
appreciated.

We joined up with Chris Craun’s youth
group at her parish in Portland, St. Mi-
chael & All Angels, and drove to Yaka-
ma along the stunning Columbia River
Gorge. Three Wash.-based Presbyterian
groups rounded out our camp, together
with the local staff of YouthWorks:
Alfonse, Naomi, Peter and Natalie.

Surprisingly, many
of the people we
served were white
or Hispanic.

These camps typically provide four days
of work for a crew, usually (in my ex-
perience) at one site. However, Yakama
was different: our activities were split.
We all spent two days working Kids’
Camp: a free vacation Bible school set
up at a public park and ministering
primarily to a nearby housing project.
This camp was only offered in the
afternoons, so in the morning of the
first day we planned the camp activi-
ties and on the second day we visited a
nearby nursing home, where we painted
nails, bowled, chatted and sang with the
residents. One group worked at a local
Food Bank.

The other two days were spent painting
and/ot prepping people’s homes.

Surprisingly, many of the people we
served were white or Hispanic.

In the evenings, we went on field trips,
two involving Blackfoot/Yakama na-
tive OoshOosh (Corey) Greaves. The
first night he gave a talk and the next
night he hosted on the back lawn of his
property a powerful Healing Circle— a
reflection of both his Christianity and
his\Native American roots.

Corey offercd irisight into his people’s

legitimate grievances, old and new.

He also dispelled a few preconceived
notions. Many were shocked when he
flatly said, “We don’t need you here.
[Pause.] On the other hand, we do need
you, and you need us. Our culture is
sin-stained and your culture is sin-
stained, too. We have things to offer
one another.”

On another evening, we visited Im-
perial’s Gardens, a farm owned by a
charming immigrant Filipino family.
The Filipino community is one of the
surprising constituencies composing the
mosaic of Yakama residents.

On the last evening of the camp proper,
we all walked to a neighboring park for
a barbecue and games. It was impressive
to observe all 60-something youth qui-
etly and respectfully watching a young
girl from one of the other churches
perform a modest dance routine on the
grass: such was the level of bonding
that had occurred.

There are many more stories to be told,
and I encourage you to fish for them.

Sarah Jones

Photos by Celia Fong,
Kellor Smith and myself



I'll remember...
“The first day at the beach.”

“When we were driving away
from our house, seeing the
difference...”

“When we went to the farm
and bonded in the car singing
‘Get down.” I got a lot closer
to people.”

“Talking to seniors. At the
nursing home, I took on a
greeter role. I talked to a
guy who used to set up the
pins in a bowling alley. He
also had been a machinist on
a military ship: fired at the
hills, etc.”

“Free time. And working
together the second day: it
was great fun.”

“No one specific thing,
Working at Kids” Club: see-
ing Gambit smile, how he
carried himself: ’ll never for-
get. We could connect as hu-
mans: that’s a beautiful thing,
I'm friends with everyone
now. I found Corey’s mes-
sage moving. I want to help
the Yakama nation again.”

“It was a lot different than I
expected.”

“I connected with new
people. Talking to Richard,
the owner of our house —
he was so lively — I was
surprised by that. I worked
in a super hot sunroom. He
sat out there in jeans and a T
and was fine. He wanted to
be with us.”

“At Kids’ Club, Shaun would
throw a cup, make me pick it
up and then start laughing.”

“Our car was happy when
we drove away from the best
looking house on the block
— with new paint. And at
Kids’ Club, Sariah was so
cute.”

“The house we worked on,
even unfinished. The Yakama
Nation.”

“Making friends.”
“Painting houses.”
“Farcle.”

“This mission trip has been
different from the others I've
been on: It has been about
community and relationship
rather than just working.”

“The house painting: We did
well.”

“The Healing Circle and
footwashing.”’

“Working with a boy—
Javier—I didn’t think would
be into art. Spent 45 min-
utes working on his piece:
He was passionate about it,
SO PROUD of it. ... Also,
the homeless shelter really
affected me ... how easy it
is to take a wrong step and
see how [the homeless] were
spending their days and how
their kids were spending their
days.”

“The drive back from the
farm in the van. Touched
God: 12 teens rockin’ to
Christian music: sunset, win-
dows down.”

“I thought it would be a cold
day in hell when I saw St.
John’s youth teaching others
a Jesus song.”

“Kids’ Club: playing with the
kids.”

“Foot washing. Prayer circle/
nature/connection to the
land.”

“A nicer house, seeing what
we had done. A sense of ac-
complishment.”

“Finishing painting yesterday.
Bonding with everyone.”

“Kids’ Club and the bright
smile on that girl.”

“Segregation among all the
groups here in Yakama. Yet
at the Food Bank, there was
the white woman running
the Bank for the natives: they
were mutually respectful of
one another — and joyful.”

For more mission trip
photos,
see the separate
Yakama Scrapbook pdf

“Glad I came. I had been
feeling closed off. It’s easy to
say kick people off Native
American land, but I could
never do that to the old
people who made us brown-
ies.”

“The last evening activity,
we'd all learned all the songs
and shared them.”

“The Club “mosh pit” the
first night versus the last
night: something happened.”

I'll take home...

“I will take home memories
of Corey’s presentation and
Healing Circle: both were
powerful and thought-pro-
voking,”

“The first night at Club I was
completely terrified, thinking,
T cannot believe I'm at Jesus
camp right now!” But paint-
ing the house, playing with
the kids, and Corey’s speech
shifted my mind from what I
first assumed: it was moving;
I enjoyed singing Jesus songs!
I like the staff.”

“The knowledge of Native
American struggles.”

“I’ll take away a lot more
than an overnight: hope to
go back and see the houses
we worked on some day.”

“I’ll take away friendships.
T'll try to respect more, ap-
preciate what I have. I'd like
to do Rebuilding Together
Oakland.”

“I hope to take home friend-
ships, and knowledge of the
Yakama people and their
needs.”

“I’ll take home friendships,
knowledge of Yakama cul-
ture.”

“Deeper friendships.”
“Got closer to people.”

“I’ll take home Corey’s pre-
sentation about what’s hap-
pening to Native Americans.”

“The lady whose house we
painted.”

“Yakama people and
friendships.”

“Knowledge of the Yakama
people.”

“Yakama people.”
“Native American culture.”

“I’ll take back a desire to
share with others.”

“I’ll take away a new ability
to hear others sharing their
faith. I’ve associated it with
fundamentalism ever since

a bad experience on my first
mission trip. But I have now
sat through it, respected it,
got something from it. I also
completely fell in love with
the staff.”

“I’ll take away new
friendships.”

“I’ll take away new and
stronger friendships.”

“I’ll take away that [all of us]
were present: willing e take
risks.”

“Adventures with
Mtr. Tomato.”



X marks the spot on_your calendar for Open the Doors 2010 —

Ransom the Rector

he crew o St. John's kindly
requests the honor of your
presence at the captain’s table
_from 1700 to 2100 hours on the
EveNnIng -a](' Sat., 11th Se[t. jain
your mates _for a rollicking good
time in search of treasure and
adventure on the Oakfandish
high seas.

Festivities will include: hearty
gub & grog (and ale for sale),
buccaneer bounce house & treasure
hunt_for the wee ones, ministyy
faire, Walk the Plank, pie walk,
sales o pirate booty s50's_you can
get ready for Pirate Sunday (Oct.
31), and an auction featuring the
chance to buy the captain's freedon

505 he may return to his ship.

10/ gents & ladies, 8 5/lasses
& lad s, 4 to JZ)’_/f;mi_/y

Ve wor’t turn apyone away, but we'll
thanks _you to register in advance with
mate Laurie Bennett or in the Narthex

“WA LK JHE PLANK”
Pie Walk. Donation Form

Will you make a pie (sweet or savory) and bring it to Ran-
som the Rector on Sept. | |7 Or will you promise to make
one (or more) “On Demand'? (You'll negotiate a date
with the certificate holder who wins the pie walk.)

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Description of Pie:

Quantity: (Check one):
| will bring on Sept. | |

I will make “On Demand”

Questions! Call or email a Ministry Catalyst or Scott Tate.

St. Johr's Episcopal Church — 1707 Gowldin
Rd., Oakjand, CcA 94611
$10.339.2200 — www.st johnsoakland.org

“WiA LK JHE PLANK”
Pie Walk. Donation Form

Will you make a pie (sweet or savory) and bring it to Ran-
som the Rector on Sept. | I? Or will you promise to make
one (or more) “On Demand'? (You'll negotiate a date
with the certificate holder who wins the pie walk.)

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Description of Pie:

Quantity: (Check one):
| will bring on Sept. | |

| will make “On Demand”

Questions? Call or email a Ministry Catalyst or Scott Tate.



Sunday Coffee Ministry to
be Shared Among Groups

Most of us enjoy refresh-
ment after Sunday morn-
ing services. Whether it be
coffee or tea, or lemonade
for the smaller folk, a little
something after the service energizes and
facilitates fellowship. However, the coffee
hour ministry has been sorely underserved
for a good while. While certain groups oc-
casionally rally to put on a grand spread
(such as Genesis on July 25!), the current
self-signup system is simply not working.

So, with the blessing of the Ministry Cata-
lysts and the Staff, I have assigned minis-
try groups to host coffee hour through-
out the coming year. Small groups will
be asked to host only once per year, while
large groups will host twice. My hope is
that each group, when it hosts, will view
its assigned day as an opportunity to ed-
ucate the St. John’s community about its
ministry (and recruit more members, if
desired).

In setting up the schedule, I worked with
the clergy and staff to secure their dates
first, and then tried to assign groups to ap-
propriate dates (e.g., putting the ecology
group near Earth Day, the softball team
during May recruitment, etc.). Within a
few weeks, the schedule will be posted on
the St. John’s Web site. It is easy to change.
Groups may switch dates with one an-

rings

We found paradise.
We lived swaying peace. Birds sang.
To our shock, trees grew

other but must inform Dennis, who will
manage the online calendar and keep it up
to date. If, in future iterations, you would
like a particular date or other consider-
ation, please let me know.

As for what is expected, at the least, please
plan to make coffee and tea, put it out, and
clean up afterwards for the later services
(be they 9, 10 or 10:45). The 7:45 early
service takes care of itself. If you wish to
bring creamer and/or offer fruit or baked
goods, all the better - but it should not be
a burden.

Finally, should anyone wish to organize
this effort going forward, I would be
grateful to hear from you.

Sarab Jones
Ministry Catalyst, In-Reach

Horace Mann
Clothing Pantry

Did your children grow quickly this sum-
mer? As you sort through their clothes
during August and September, please set
aside the too small, but gently used cloth-
ing for needy students at Horace Mann
Elementary School. As the school nurse
wrote after the Spring drive, every item
finds a new home and is truly appreciated.
Underwear, socks, jeans, and t-shirts are
in really short supply at the beginning of
the school year when young students are
adjusting to the school schedule. Put do-
nations in the boxes that are located in the
breezeway between the Fischer Room and
the Education Building,

Contact Lanrie Bennett if you have questions or
SUGEesIIONS.

Genesis Fundraiser

RENEWING BELOVED

COMMUNITY

act so as to hastew its cam,m%

Dr. john a. powell

Executive Director of the

Kirwan Institute

Ohio S e University

You are cordially invited
to attend this Genesis event.
Sunday, August 29, 2010
from 2 to 5 p.m.

First Unitarian Church of Oakland
685 14th Street, Oakland, CA

St. John's vision is to manifest God’s love through invitation, inclusion, faith and action

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Church Mouse News

1707 GOULDIN ROAD, OAKLAND, CA 94611 510/ 339-2200




