








 
 

  Announcing a new publication from MIT Press (June 2009) . . . 
   
“There’s a new Civil Rights Movement 

emerging in the twenty-first century: 
The movement for Regional Equity” 

 
 
Overview The emerging metropolitan regional equity 
movement promotes innovative policies to ensure that all 
communities in a metropolitan region share resources and 
opportunities equally. Too often, low-income communities 
and communities of color bear a disproportionate burden 
of pollution and lack access to basic infrastructure and job 
opportunities. The metropolitan regional equity 
movement--sometimes referred to as a new civil rights 
movement--works for solutions to these problems that take 
into account entire metropolitan regions: the inner city 
core, the suburbs, and exurban areas. This book describes 
current efforts to create sustainable communities with 
attention to the “triple bottom line”: economy, 
environment, and equity and argues that these three 
interests are mutually reinforcing. 
 
After placing the movement in its historical, racial, and 
class context, Breakthrough Communities: Sustainability 

and Justice in the Next American Metropolis offers case 
studies in which activists’ accounts alternate with policy 
analyses. These describe efforts in Detroit, New York 
City, San Francisco, New Orleans, Atlanta, Camden, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and other metropolitan areas to 
address such problems as vacant property, brownfields, 
affordable housing, accessible transportation, community food security, and the aftermath of Katrina and September 11. 
The volume concludes by considering future directions for the movement, including global linkages devoted to such 
issues as climate change. 
 
Featured Authors:  Carl Anthony, Angela Glover Blackwell, Robert D. Bullard, Sheryll Cashin, Kizzy Charles-
Guzmán, Don Chen, Celine d’Cruz, Amy Dean, Hattie Dorsey, Cynthia Duncan, Juliet Ellis, Danny Feingold, Deeohn 
Ferris, Kenneth Galdston, Greg Galluzzo, Howard Gillette, David Goldberg, Robert Gottlieb, Bart Harvey, William A. 
Johnson, Jr., Chris Jones, Van Jones, Anupama Joshi, Bruce Katz, Vicki Kovari, Mike Kruglik, Steve Lerner, Greg 
Leroy, Amy Liu, Stephen McCullough, Mary Nelson, Jeremy Nowak, Myron Orfield, Manuel Pastor, M. Paloma Pavel,  
john a. powell, Cheryl Rivera, Faith Rivers, Nicholas Ronderos, Rachel Rosner, David Rusk, Priscilla Salant, David 
Satterthwaite, Ellen Schneider, Peggy Shepard, L. Benjamin Starrett, Jennie Stephens, Elizabeth Tan, Petra Todorovich, 
Andrea Torrice, Mark Vallianatos, and Robert Yaro 
 
SMC Books This forthcoming book is part of the new Sustainable Metropolitan Communities book series at MIT 
Press; forward by Carl Anthony and edited by M. Paloma Pavel.  Anthony and Pavel are available for presentations, 
and workshops through Earth House Leadership Center.  

    
        
  
   
 
 

 
 

Breakthrough Communities 
Cloth $54; ISBN: 978-0-262-01268-3 
Paper $28; ISBN: 978-0-262-51235-0 
Ordering information: 
http://mitpress.mit.edu 
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Carl Anthony to Speak 
at St. John’s!
Dear Friends,

I hope you all consider attending out 
Lenten series “Faith in Action” which 
is co-sponsored by St. Augustine’s Epis-
copal Church in Oakland. But I wanted 
to take this opportunity to highlight the 
fi nal speaker, Carl Anthony. We are tru-
ly blessed to have him be coming to St. 
John’s on March 24th to end our refl ec-
tions as we enter into Holy Week. Carl 
was the founder of the fi rst environmen-
tal advocacy non-profi t in the country. He 
is a professor at UC Berkeley and recent-

ly NPR devoted the entire morning pro-
gram to him and his new book which has 
just been released. Please consider reading 
this book in preparation for the program. 
See details on the following page.

Scott+

Ann Hallisey Resume
Editor’s Note: We have included an abbreviated 
version of Ann Hallisey’s extensive resume in the 
column at the right. We will make full copies of her 
resume available as a separate handout.

Ann Hallisey

Clergy Education and Formation
Adjunct Faculty, Church Divinity School of  
the Pacifi c, (D.Min. program, 2010) 
(1992-2000); guest lecturer for Parish Leader-
ship course, (1996-2001) 
Fresh Start National Training Faculty (2001-
2006)
Supervised Field Education students at 
Church of  the Ascension, (1994-2001) 
Chair of  Academic Committee for Commis-
sion on Ministry (1996-2000).

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
2001-present – National Church Consultant  • 
Independent Practice
2007-2010 – Long-Term Interim Vicar • Epis-
copal Church of  the Good Shepherd, Berke-
ley CA
2006 – Interim National Coordinator • Fresh 
Start
2001-2005 – Director • Cornerstone, Episco-
pal Church Foundation
1992-2001 – Rector • Church of  the Ascen-
sion, Vallejo, Ca.
1991-92, Social Worker IV • Napa County 
Child Protective Services
1989 – Investigated incidents and reports of  
physical and sexual abuse, abandonment and 
neglect of  children. Crisis intervention with 
child-victims and families.
1983-92 Therapist in private practice • Napa, 
CA
1989-91 Interim Rector • St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Benicia, CA
1987-89 Assistant to the Rector • St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Benicia, CA
1986-87 Interim Rector • Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Sonoma, CA
1985-86 Interim Rector • Church of  the 
Epiphany, Vacaville, CA
1983-85 Assistant to the Rector • Church of  
the Epiphany, Vacaville, CA
1981-83 Counselor • Family Services of  the 
North Bay, Napa, CA
1979-80 Senior Pastoral Therapist • Glaston-
bury Pastoral Counseling Center, Glastonbury, 
CT

EDUCATION
University of  California at Santa Barbara: B.A. 
cum laude, 1971 Double major in Political Sci-
ence and Religious Studies
Yale University, New Haven, CT: M.Div. 1975
California State University, Hayward, CA: 
M.S., 1987
Church Divinity School, Berkeley, CA: Doctor 
of  Ministry, 2005

LICENSES AND PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS
Ordained Deacon in the Episcopal Church 
May 1, 1983 (Diocese of  Northern California)
Ordained Priest in the Episcopal Church Janu-
ary 6, 1984 (Diocese of  Northern California)
California Marriage and Family Therapist Li-
cense MFT 25535 (1990 to present)
California Association of  Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapists
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EfM Defined
What is Education for Ministry 
(EfM)? The EFM program is de-

signed for lay people of any Christian de-
nomination. The Episcopal seminary at 
the University of the South, School of 
Theology (Sewanee), established in 1858, 
prepare the study materials. This is a four 
year program in which we meet to study, 
discuss, and role play through theological 
reflection. We use as a basis many versions 
of the Bible, the Sewannee materials (writ-
ten and on tape), and extended readings 
on church history and theology. 

This is more than a study group. Students 
enter this program for many reasons. 
Some to further their individual study of 
theology in a group setting, some to find 
grounding in our lifelong journey to love 
and serve, some to find out if they have 
a calling to proceed to consider Holy Or-
ders.

The basics are as follows: students meet 
weekly in the evening for about three 
hours, from September till May. Each stu-
dent has weekly readings to read and con-
template upon. At the weekly meetings 
the students break bread with one anoth-
er, do a 2-minute check-in, and then share 
their readings prior to joining into a theo-
logical reflection (more on theological re-
flections next month). 

This is not designed for those who already 
know that they intend upon pursuing 
Holy Orders. Students do not have to take 
all four years. I personally took all four 
years with a one year break in the middle. 
We are planning upon having an Educa-
tion Day at St. John’s during the Spring 
which will include a time to learn more 
about EfM. No date is scheduled yet. 
This will be a time for questions to be an-
swered and we will also be giving a short-
ened version of a theological reflection. If 
you have questions at this time you have a 
large population of EfM graduates here at 
St. John’s to speak with. 

For further information on this program 
do not hesitate to contact myself or Mi-
chelle Inama (minama@tnc.org). Or just 
turn to your right or left on Sunday and 
ask an EfM graduate. 

Ken Fuller, thunder572002@yahoo.com 

Thank you, Thank you, 
Thank you.

Each month we recognize three of 
our ministries with appreciation. 

Detailed description of each commit-
tee is in our Parish Guide. We thank the 
members who generously give their time 
and their talents to share God’s love with 
those in our community and beyond. If 
you are interested in joining one of our 
committees, or have any questions, please 
call the contact person. 

Acolytes – Members include - John 
Cullom, Karen McGuinn, Paul Brum-
baum, Greg Slatoff, Kristina Osborn and 
Alex Slatoff. Contact: John Cullom 510-
329-1005 johncullom@aol.com

African Ministries - Members include: 
Sandra Davidson, Karen Gleason, Mar-
tha Helms, Molly Talamantes, Lea Seals, 
Judy MacIlvaine, Cam Hill, Tess Freiden-
burg, and Barbara Cadwalader

• Kitojo Integrated Development As-
sociation – Uganda - funded by Friends 
of Ruwenzori Foundation – Committee 
members: Martha Baker, Bryan Culp, De-
lia O’Hara, Suzy Tindall, Karen and Gil 
Gleason, Jim Hasler, and Jana Lane. 

Contact: Karen Gleason 925.376.0519 or  
Gilgleason@comcast.net.

• Banjika Secondary School - Tanzania 

Contact: Sandra Davidson 510-652-4924  
sjdson@earthlink.net

• Youth Encouragement Services – Y.E.S. 
Uganda 

Contact: Martha Helms 510-382-1029  
mikelhelms@comcast.net

Adult Education – Contact: Suzy Tin-
dall

From the Archive:  

Remembering  
The Rev. Benjamin Akerly

The Rev. Benjamin Akerly was appointed 
Rector of  St. John’s Parish, Oakland, on 
March 1, 1858. Akerly was born on Gov-
ernor’s Island, New York, October 28, 
1812. He attended General Theological 
Seminary in New York City and was or-
dained in 1842. As a young man he served 
a mission to the Oneida Indians in Duck 
Creek, Michigan, and later served St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
In 1856, he sought out warmer climates 
to improve his health and boarded a ship 
bound for California by way of  Melbourne, 
Manila, and Hong Kong. He arrived in San 
Francisco on July 25, 1857.

In 1863 my father and mother bought and 
built next door [to St. John’s] on Eighth 
Street, where I was born in 1866, and we 
children, four, knew every corner of  the 
churchyard for the greater part of  our 
lives. It was a veritable ‘forest primeval’ 
and bird sanctuary, for those trees housed 
everything from the bluest of  jays to the 
dozens of  ruby-throated humming birds, 
robins, larks and others. There were but-
terflies and bees in vast numbers. In our 
earliest days the tall, knee-deep grass was 
filled with wild rabbits and quail. . . . Dr. 
Akerly’s study was at the rear of  the church 
on the south, the Seventh Street side … 
No footsteps ever came to the north side, 
as all visitors went to the south to the study. 
No children ever had a happier playground 
nor a kinder friend than Father Akerly, as 
Oaklanders loved to call him. He was nev-
er too busy when we burst into his study 
with some new flower or bird’s egg. He 
taught us much of  bird, plant and tree life 
and he loved to garden.

– Laura Bassett, Oakland Tribune,  
July 6, 1947

Footfalls echo in the memory
Down the passage which we did not take
Towards the door we never opened
Into the rose-garden.

– T.  S. Eliot (1888 - 1965).  
“Burnt Norton,” Four Quartets, 1943.
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Greening of the Church
As you are no doubt now aware, St. 
John’s has been moving towards 

making our facilities more energy efficient 
since we first measured our carbon foot-
print (the ruler by which we measure how 
much energy we are using) in 2007. Since 
then we have installed an on-line, on de-
mand hot water heater to cut down on wa-
ter usage while waiting for the hot water to 
reach the kitchen sink, we have replace a 
high electrical consuming refrigerator and 
a horizontal freezer with an Energy Star 
Refrigerator, we have, thanks to Alberto 
Davidson and his Albany High School 
environmental Sciences Project, done a 
complete energy audit of our operations, 
repaired six separated heating ducts, and 
weather-stripped all exterior doors and in-
stalled door bottoms.

By the time this article is “on the streets”, 
we will have completed the installation of 
our new solar, photovoltaic collection sys-
tem. This is a 15.77 kw system connect-
ed directly to the PG&E power grid that, 
by calculation based on averages, should 
save us 77% of our annual electrical bill 
over the anticipated thirty years life of the 
system. This system, installed by Berke-
ley’s Sun Light and Power, cost $104,569 
and was funded by the State/ PG&E re-
bate, St. John’s Greening Fund, an outside 
Grant and $40,000 worth of low interest 
loans from members of the congregation. 
The sizing of the system, which can be 
expanded in the future, and the selection 
of the type of system, was assisted by So-
lar Richmond, a non-profit advisory and 
training organization, who participated in 
the actual installation.

What’s next? The Ecology Group has: 

1.  Considered adding insulation to exte-
rior walls and ceilings, which we will not 
be doing now; 

2.  Considered installing double paned ex-
terior windows, which we will not be do-
ing at this point either.

3.  Considered changing the lighting in 
the sanctuary to provide more uniform 
lighting and a brighter level of dimmable, 
efficient lighting. This project we feel is 
achievable with a high level of returns via 
immediate electrical savings.

Lots to do. Stay tuned.

The Ecolog y Group

No Will? No Problem!
If you are among the major-
ity of Americans who do not 
have a will valid in the state 
in which you currently reside, 

no problem! The State of California will 
know what to do—but you may not like 
it.

The good news: Even without a will, you 
already have an estate plan. The State of 
California has you covered. The Probate 
Court will distribute your belongings, 
pets, minor children and property as it 
deems best.

The bad news: Distribution of your estate 
and/or guardianship of your minor chil-
dren may not reflect your wishes or val-
ues. Distribution to your closest blood 
relatives may not reflect the relationships 
that are most important to you, and it will 
certainly not include your church or any 
other charity that is close to your heart.

Sometimes folks resist writing a will be-
cause they think that if they write a will, 
they will die. And in so thinking, they are 
correct. The only alternatives are to die 
with a will or without one.

Other folks don’t trust lawyers or like to 
pay them. Some feel this way about sur-
geons. But professional judgment and skill 
is sometimes worth paying for.

To find an estate planning attorney rec-
ommended by the experience of fellow 
Episcopalians, contact your Gift Plan-
ning Officer. Did you know that you can 
make a confidential appointment with an 
attorney who will prepare a simple will for 
as little as $75? To find out how, click on 
“Making a Will” at www.EpiscopalGift.
org or give me a call with your questions.

For those utterly opposed to obtaining 
professional counsel in this matter, there 
is a statutory fill-in-the-blanks will form. 
If you are willing to risk this, I’ll send you 
one.

Not for nothing does The Book of Com-
mon Prayer speak of “the duty of all per-
sons to make wills, while in health, ar-
ranging for the disposal of their temporal 
goods, not neglecting if they are able to 
leave bequests for religious and charitable 
uses.” (p. 445) 

You have the power to TELL the State of 
California how you wish your leftovers to 
be distributed. You have the opportunity 

for your estate plan to reflect your own 
faith and values.

Just do it, while you still have the chance. 
Happy Easter!

The Rev. Richard L. Schaper, CFP	  
Gift Planning Officer	  
Episcopal Diocese of California 
(415) 869-7812 
RichardS@DioCal.org 
EpiscopalGift.org

The Power of the Focused 
Heart: 8 Life Lessons from 
the Beatitudes
Are you interested in learning more about 
the Beatitudes, Jesus’ opening remarks 
to the sermon known as the “Sermon on 
the Mount?” Would you like to explore 
the meanings of the Beatitudes and how 
we might apply them to our daily living? 
Mary Lou Redding, the editor of the Up-
per Room daily devotional, has written a 
new book on the Beatitudes titled, “The 
Power of a Focused Heart.” We will use 
Redding’s book as a guide for a study of 
the Beatitudes beginning Wednesday, 
April 7. Come join us!

When: 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM
Wednesday - April 7 
Thursdays - April 15, 22, 29, and May 6, 13, 
20
Wednesday - May 26.
Where: The Reception Room
 
Books are available for $11.00. Please call 
Sandra Ahn at 510-290-2850, or send an 
email to sjahn_vienna@yahoo.com to 
register or if you have any questions. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was
upon him, and by his wounds we are 
healed.

– Isaiah 53.5
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Youth Choir
The Youth Choir meets 
Tuesday, March 2 from 
7-8:00 p.m. in the Fisch-
er Room following Pizza 
Club to work on two spe-

cial events: on Sunday, April 11 they will 
sing with the Chancel Choir at the 10:45 
a.m. service, and on May 16 they’ll present 
“Angels and Demons,” written especially 
for them by Sara E. In April, Youth Choir 
meets on April 6 and 20 from 7-8:00 p.m.

Sunday Choir has disbanded until sum-
mer – watch for details. 

New members are always welcome. For more in-
formation about Youth Choir, contact Sara Ev-
inger at 510-658-2792 or sevinger@comcast.net.

St. John’s Family  
(and Extended Family)

St. John’s staff recently heard from 
former parishioner and Memoir 

Class leader, JANICE ALBERT via her 
daughter, Amy: “Our Mom has recently 
and suddenly been diagnosed with Stage 4 
Lung Cancer with metastasis to her brain. 
The diagnosis came very quickly and 
without symptoms.” Our prayers go out 
to Janice and her family. Communicate 
with Janice at http://www.caringbridge.
org/visit/janicealbert.

Sara E received this note from Janice in 
early February. 

Thank you so much for the picture [of the Youth 
Choir] and your good wishes. When I think back 
to St. John’s, I realize now all the features that 
I never appreciated then. I don’t find them here 
in the life of Middletown, CT, although there is 
an Episcopal Church in the center of town. My 
daughters are being everything daughters should 
be, and more. Life is good. Going to NYC tomor-
row to talk with a doc at Sloan Kettering, then 
we’ll see whether to go forward there or at Hart-
ford Hospital, where neurosurgery is scheduled for 
Thursday morning. Much love to you and to all 
my friends in the congregation.—Janice

BARBARA SLOANE will be behind the 
scenes this time as East Bay Children’s 
Theatre’s offers “Pinocchio” at the Snow 
Building at the Oakland Zoo. There 
will be two performances (10:30 and 
1:00) on Saturday, March 6... Marguerite  
CAUCHOIS took off in February for 
Chile to live with the family mom KAR-
EN NOTSUND lived with during her 
own high school years. Karen will go along 
for the first two weeks, and Marg will start 
school in early March in Santiago. Her sister,  
CAMILLE will also visit there after her 
college classes are over in May, and live 
with Karen’s Chilean brother and his fam-
ily for a couple months while working for 

––Continued on Page 9

Thanks for joining in the fun and helping the  
youth go on the 2010 Mission Trip.

Mission Auction Kicks Off 
Twenty youth and five chaperones are 
heading to work at an Indian Reservation 
in Yakima, Washington in June.  Thanks 
to a great kick-off  at the February 16 pan-
cake supper, the four week long Silent 
Auction is off to a great start.  More than 
$5,000 was raised that night!

Check out the wall in the hallway behind 
the sanctuary for some terrific items to bid 
on.  Great services, events, get-aways and 
parties are available.  The auction will be 
open for bids until noon on March 14th.  
Don’t see anything to bid on?  You can 
help out with a donation to help cover the 
trip expenses:

•	 $850 will cover all expenses for a chaperone
•	 $300 will pay one round trip airline ticket
•	 $225 will cover the camp costs for one person
•	 $150 pays for all expenses for one person for 
one day
•	 $30 will help cover gasoline and rental vans

Janice with her grandbaby  
(note the identical poses)

The “NASCAR” Conference 
At the end of January I 
had the opportunity to 
attend a conference put 
on by the National As-
sociation for Episcopal 
Christian Education Di-

rectors, or NAECED (or, as Kellor and I 
called it when we couldn’t remember, NA-
SCAR). It was so wonderful to be able to 
walk into a room and be surrounded by 
people who do exactly what I do. It was 
even more wonderful when I walked into 
my first workshop, entitled “Help! I’m 
new!” I realized that, remarkably, I’m not 
the only new Church School coordinator 
in the nation with questions.

A big topic of discussion in that session 
was self-care. I learned that a lot of folks 
who work in Christian Education are just 
as passionate about this work as I am. On 
Sunday mornings I’m simmering with 
excitement, knowing that I have provid-
ed the space, materials, and tools for our 
children to have a spiritual experience. 
It’s so easy to over-commit, over-do and 
over-think. I often catch myself thinking, 
“This doesn’t count as overextending my-
self because I really, really want to do it!!” 
However, those pesky laws of physics and 
biology can really get in the way. The truth 
is that I have a certain amount of spiritu-
al, emotional, and physical energy, which 
I can apply to certain activities. There’s no 
mention there of energetic freebies.

Last week in Church school, we asked the 
4th-6th graders to think about and write 
down their Lenten vows. As a child, I al-
ways tried to give up yucky vegetables, but 
needless to say, that didn’t fly with Mom. 
This year, I’m going to commit to bring-
ing the lessons I learned at NAECED into 
my daily life – to connect with others and 
remember I’m never the “only one,” and 
to trust that when I care for myself, I can 
serve others. I’ll strive to remember that 
life isn’t like the NASCAR Daytona 500 – 
it’s actually like a NAECED workshop.

Annie Pierpoint

Lighthouses don’t go running all over 
an island looking for boats ro save; 
they just stand there, shining.

– Anne Lamott (1954 -).  Bird by Bird: 
Instructions on Writing and Life, 1995
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a non-profit that builds houses for poor 
families...MATTHEW TIEMSTRA and 
ROBBIE TIEMSTRA are singing and 
acting in Sweeney Todd, which runs for 
three weeks at Bishop O’Dowd beginning 
April 23. Note that it is “For Mature Au-
diences only”. Friday and Saturday shows 
are at 8:00 p.m., Sunday matinées the first 
two weekends in May at 2:00 p.m...SARA 
and JOE are off to France in March for re-
unions with several old friends (including 
her former babysitter, who now lives in 
Chartres). The visit will also include time 
in Fontainebleau and Burgundy...

BETTINA GRAY has recently complete-
ly redesigned the CreativeFilms.com web-
site and added many new clips of inter-
views from past series. “As I went through 
the process of selecting segments, “ she 
writes, “I realized I have been most fortu-
nate to interview and meet such an amaz-
ing group of people and receive their in-
spiring words...the world is full of amaz-
ing and inspiring people living out their 
lives. Watch theater maverick George 
Coates talk about how our culture fears 
imagination - “It’s ONLY your imagina-
tion.” Or Isabel Allende talk of the neces-
sity of pain in life. Or hear Ruth Berhard 
talk of nurturing our own talents in life, 
and Swami Chidananda (the elder) speak 
of selfless service, or Swami Chidananda 
(the younger) talk about what is most im-
portant in life: “Be the change,” he says. 
Dr. Sakeena Yacoobi discusses the vital 
importance of educating women. She has 
kept schools open for women in Afghani-
stan even during the Taliban years.”

And Keeping up with the  
Dexter/Millers

Mark and Mary have a new address: 6248 E. 
Aire Libre Lane, Scottsdale, AZ 85254.

After moving to Phoenix with employer 
APL in time for the hot spell, Mark con-
tinued to help out with St. John’s com-
puter systems. Martha visited when she 
wasn’t working for the minor league base-
ball team in Visalia. And now she’s in her 
sophomore year at Indiana Univ. Mary 
did not find work immediately, so she 
enrolled in computer classes at the local 
community college. She says they resem-
bled the group on NBC’s “Community”. 
But in February she found a job at Scotts-
dale Healthcare Shea Hospital in the Pedi-
atric ER. She’s doing orientation and will 
start shifts in March. She gets to do two 
12 hour shifts /per week from 1 p.m.-1 
a.m. Her kind of hours!! (No getting up 
early). 
Love to everybody from Mark, Mary,  
and Martha

Martha, Mark and Mary Dexter-Miller  
near home in Arizona.

Keeping Up With the Watsons

Dewey and Susan had a great trip to Jor-
dan. Much of the “holy Land” isn’t very- 
lot of hatred directed pretty randomly- but 
Dewey did have one wonderful moment. 
While in Capernaum (an actual archeo-
logical site) at the top of the Sea of Galilee 
(where Jesus rounded up the troops and 
did several of his reported miracles) he put 
his feet in the sea and was able to say the 
Lord’s Prayer where it was reported (twice) 
has having first been uttered. Pretty cool. 
All the other sites were disgustingly tour-
ist and so obviously fake that it was hard 
to get into it- that didn’t stop the evangeli-
cals however.

The Watsons are going to be grandpar-
ents: Michael, Susan’s son and wife Sasha 
announced at Christmas. Tommy is doing 
really well at Whittier. On his one month 
elective (mid semester) he is taking an im-
mersion course in Buddhism- including 
11 days in a monastery! 

Watsons at the Hadrian Gate in Petra, Jordan. 
(Hadrian was amazing- from the wall in Scotland 
to this, the southernmost monument of his travels 
not far from the Red Sea.) Petra, like Ankhor 
Wat, is one of the great wonders of the world. 

Newcomer Spotlight – 
The Rocks Family

Lance, Christie, Ashley and Zach-
ary just moved from Guam where 
Lance was stationed with the Coast 
Guard. He has 21 years in the Coast 
Guard and moved to Alameda this 
past summer. Christie is a Registered 
Nurse and worked for the Navy-Ma-
rine Corps Relief  Society in Guam. 
Ashley, 10, is in 5th grade and Zach-
ary, 7, is in 2nd grade. They both at-
tend Bay Farm Elementary. Look 
for them in church!

St. John’s Family 
––Continued from Page 8

Summertime best practices  
at March EtBC

Equipping the Beloved Community comes 
to St. Anne’s on Saturday, March 13, fea-
turing workshops especially for those do-
ing summer ministries with children and 
youth: Katie Evenbeck and Mark Spauld-
ing and colleagues will be leading a work-
shop on camps, Vacation Bible School and 
mission trips. Also available are a VLOG 
(video blog) workshop for youth, God-
ly Play for family ministers, Eucharistic 
Ministry training and curriculum review 
for adult ministries. Don’t miss this op-
portunity to equip your congregation for 
timely teaching resources and current 
programming for all ages. Look for full 
workshop descriptions at www.diocal.
org/equipping, and register online now. 

When: Saturday, March 13, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Where: St. Anne’s, 2791 Driscoll Road,  
Fremont 
Contact: Julia McCray-Goldsmith, juliam@dio-
cal.org, 415.869.7826

 
U.S. Naval Academy Men’s Glee Club

One of America’s premiere choral ensem-
bles performs masterpieces of choral-or-
chestral literature. 

When: Monday, March 15, 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Grace Cathedral, 1100 California Street, 
San Francisco 
Cost: $10-20 
Contact: To buy tickets, visit www.cityboxoffice.
com or call 415.392.4400

Events around the Diocese
(taken from Diobytes)
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Church Mouse News

All Parish Work Day 
On May 1st St. John’s Church will 
be alive with our second annual 

APWD. Last year we accomplished a tre-
mendous amount in one day. We had over 
50 parishioners attend who put in more 
than 250 hours of work. This work includ-
ed painting, landscaping, patching and re-
pairing. You installed handrails, patched 
the ceiling in the rear of The Church, 
painted inside and out, patched the park-
ing lot holes, cleaned the gutters, stained 
and re-stained trim work and handrails, 
installed downspouts, and installed “No 
Parking” and “Handicap Parking” signs. 

This year, on Saturday May 1st (May Day), 
we will be out there again. It will be like 
last year in that we will have teams and 
folks can choose to volunteer for morn-
ing or afternoon, or stay all day. We will 
furnish coffee in the AM, lunch in the 
mid-day, and a barbecue at the end of the 
day. Projects include re-staining, patch-
ing, painting the parking lot with stripes, 
staking the parking lot bumpers, painting 
the Education Building, and organizing 
the storage room. We will also lovingly 
shave/shim/re-align all the stained glass 
windows. 

I am looking for two things: 

1) When you walk the grounds of St. John’s, 
when you sit at The Service, what do you 
see that could use some loving care/clean-
ing/replacement? Perhaps when you go 
to kneel you find that the kneeler in front 
of you is broken or missing? Please let me 
know your thoughts on what can be done 
to repair/clean/refresh our Parish. 

2) I need you to sign up to claim a spot. 
Are you available to take the lunch and or-
ganize it? Have you always wanted to take 
one of those paint sprayers and paint a 
parking lot? (Unlike Ken you must be able 
to draw a straight line). Would you like to 
take the lead in painting the Education 
Building, creating a path to The Memo-
rial Tree, or doing the evening BBQ? 

I know that May seems far away. We have 
Lent, Easter, a month of Rebuilding To-
gether, and our personal stuff, too. I’m a 
planner and I just wanted to let you have 
the first chance to sign up and hold this 
date. You could think of this as a kick-off 
to the Parish Retreat the following week-
end. Please let me know your thoughts 
on what you would like to have repaired, 
refaced, or corrected. Also let me know 
your availability. 

Ken Fuller, Operations Catalyst.  
thunder572002@yahoo.com

A Clothing Pantry
A few years ago, St. John’s gave gently 
used children’s clothes and shoes to Hor-
ace Mann School. And during Lent, we 
will do it again. Every Sunday you’ll see 
labeled collection boxes in the walkway of 
the Education Building. Bring those out-
grown items to church and they will find a 
welcome new home. A few popular items 
in need are K-3rd grade underpants, T-
shirts, socks and gently worn shoes. But 
also bring jeans, pants, jackets, and even 
shoe laces. The families at Horace Mann 
really appreciated all the wonderful cloth-
ing items in the past.

Sue Bailey, the school nurse, and Jan 
Welsh, a parishioner and speech patholo-
gist at Horace Mann, will be our contacts. 
Laurie Bennett is another St. John’s con-
tact who also volunteers at the school. 
The clothes collected on Sunday will go to 
school every Monday in March and then 
again after Easter. 

So give those closets a good spring clean-
ing and bring your donations to church. 
There is an afterlife for clothes, too.

Lenten “Carbon Fast”

The diocesan Commission for the Envi-
ronment encourages you to consider a car-
bon fast for Lent, and has posted a handy 
carbon fast calendar created by the Cath-
olic Archdiocese of Washington on our 
webpage, www.diocal.org/environment. 
Each of these actions challenges us to re-
flect on our consumption habits, reduce 
our production of climate change pollu-
tion and help to preserve God’s great gift 
of creation. What better time than Lent 
to begin practicing such a lifestyle? If 
you would like to subscribe to the Com-
mission for the Environment monthly e-
news, please contact co-chair Barbara Bi-
sel, bsmithbisel@cs.com.

During their lifetime, saints 
are a nuisance.

– George Bernard Shaw  
(1856 - 1950).


