News & Events from St. John’s Episcopal Church ¢ Oakland, California

December 2010

Advent and Feast of the Nativity

December 5 — 2nd Advent

Two-service Schedule

7:45 — Early Eucharist

8:45 — CnC and Youth Field Trip
to St. Gregory of Nyssa

10:00 — Choral Eucharist

Blessing of Toys for Tots

December 12 — 3rd Advent
7:45 — Early Eucharist

8:55 — Family Eucharist

10:00 — Youth Choir Concert:
10:45 — Choral Eucharist

December 15 — Wednesday
Christmas Caroling 5:30pm
Rockridge BART Station

December 16 — Thursday
7:00 — Blue Christmas Service

December 19 — 4th Advent
7:45 — Early Eucharist

8:55 — Family Eucharist
10:45 — Choral Eucharist

December 24 — Christmas Eve

Three-service Program

4:30 — Family Eucharist & Pageant

6:30 — Early Christmas Eve service
with Excelsior Choir

10:00 — Christmas Eve Music
Program

10:45 — First Fucharist
of Christmas

December 25 — Christmas Day
10:00 — Second Eucharist of
Christmas

December 26 — Christmas 1
7:45 — Early Eucharist
10:00 — Choral Eucharist

January 1, 2010
No service scheduled

January 2, 2010 — Christmas 2
Lessons and Carols

7:45 — Early Eucharist

10:00 — Choral Eucharist

January 9, 2010 — Epiphany 1
7:45 — Early Eucharist

8:55 — Family Eucharist
10:45 — Choral Eucharist

Rector Gets Help

Rebuilding Together Oakland Hits Home

Over the years David Brown
has come to be known around
St. John’s as the heart and soul
of Rebuilding Together Oak-
land, a program that brings to-
gether volunteers to renovate
houses for the eldetly who lack
the resources to make their homes safe and live-
able. Thanks to David’s leadership dozens of us
at St. John’s have participated in helping those
in need for years. Many lives have been changed
for the better as a result.

David has decided to move on from this out-
reach ministry and now, more than ever, is the
time to express our gratitude to David for his
leadership at St. John’s and in our city.

What is clear is that even as David moves on
from this outreach, it has not changed his de-
sire to help others,... like me for instance.
When I chose to use my November sabbatical
to renovate my house David created a Rebuild-
ing Together experience focused on helping me
with my own house. On November 13th David
brought a crew of courageous volunteers from
St. John’s to help demolish the entire top floor
of my house.

The day began with David arriving eatly to go
over the goals for the day. Sandra arrived with
coffee and breakfast treats for all. I understand
that Bonnie Moran, Lea Seals and Susan Wat-
son along with Sandra and Nancy Hall provid-
ed the breakfast options that morning. When
Jerry arrived he had a can of spray paint in hand
and began to paint the names of a variety of
Republican and Democratic politicians on the
walls along with the names of universities that
some might despise. Given that David Knight
was a Denver University grad, a university that
was a rival to my alma matter, Colorado Col-
lege, I grabbed the paint and quickly spayed
“Denver University” on the wall. It provided
a fun way to begin the day as we each chose a
sludge hammer and went at one of the walls. It
was a way to acknowledge that even though we
may not see eye to eye, we can work shoulder to
shoulder, a great example for what can happen
in the world as we bring this spirit out beyond
the walls of the parish. We more than filled the
dumpster and you can see the result.

St. John’s has always been a “can do” parish that
is ready to help others at a moment’s notice.
What an amazing gift it was to be the recipient
of such generosity. I hope to have all the vol-
unteers back when I finish the project. Thanks
to all of you with a special shout out to David
Brown!

Scott+

The crew (seen in picture, left to right) included Jer
Moran, David Knight, David Brown, Ray Crann, ,Byala
Davidson, John Cullon, Dewey Watson, Nancy Hall, Sandra
Abn, Don Beeson, John Seals (my devoted architect for the
project), Bryan Culp and Panl Brumbaum and his dog Prince.

The “dumpster” is carefully loaded to maximize capacity.




Rewired Reprise or What
Was that Summit About?

1 We’ve been a BUSY
congregation for the
past few months. As
swift calendar pace
hurtles us from one
event to the next, let’s
‘ not forget to savor the

high moments. One
of those particular high moments was the
Rewired Summit on October 30th. Sixty
people gave up their Saturday morning to
talk, plan, to dream and play with all the
ideas that came forward from the Rewired
Interviews (over 100 of them, and another
70 to 80 responses from the Second Tier
interviews with ministry groups). In one
of those you-had-to-be-here moments we
enjoyed a hilarious skit written, produced
and starring Dewey Watson.

Dewey Watson, Ray Riess

The two other stars of the skit were Ray
Riess and Tom Bowman — truly an all-star
cast. The plot involved the tug and pull
of the left brain and the right brain on a
devoted Christian in the throws of a de-
cision.

We also created ads, other skits, songs
and artistic renditions of our dreams for
St. John’s at its best. Here is a song one
group created to convey their dream of St.
John’s:

Sung to the tune of “My Favorite
Things”

Three special services: worship and lit-
urgy, excellent preaching, forgiveness and
coffee, prayerful communion and hymns
that we sing,

These are a few of our favorite things...

When the dogs bark,

When the roof leaks,

When we're feeling sad,

We simply remember our favorite
dreams:

Dedication
Acceptance
Calling
Loyalty
Invitation
And a road to Thornhill!
And then we all feel so glad!

Karen Gleason, Bonnie Howe, Andrew
Hybl, Sara Evinger, Theo Cavanangh

The final task of the day involved the cre-
ation of “Possibility Statements.” Work-
ing in small groups these statements an-
swered the question: “How will St. John’s
look, feel and function when all of the
chosen themes/topics from the intet-
views are fully present?” Here are all the
Possibility Statements from the Summit.
The next steps involve the Vestry work-
ing with these Statements to craft a con-
crete vision for mission and ministry in
the next three to five years. Isn’t this the
church where you want to be worship-
ping and living your baptismal ministry?

1. St. John’s provides its youth with inter-
generational mentoring.

2. St. John’s is a community of Chris-
tians that embraces all of God’s children.

3. St. John’s is a bridge to the Oakland
community that creates and serves as a
model for community discussion of pol-
icy issues

4. St. John’s prepares and inspires peo-
ple to go beyond these walls to do God’s
work.

5. St. John’s lovingly challenges its mem-
bers to grow spiritually and engage so-
cially.

6. St. John’s celebrates the Eucharist vi-
brantly and with passion.

7. St. John’s is famous for family

8. People are drawn to be involved in
out programs

9. The parish hall at 5920 Thornhill is
ROCKIN’.

10. St. John’s is a true community center
where people from the hills and flatlands
of Oakland regularly show up to discuss
what love and service looks like, what our
city needs most right now, and effective
means of realizing new life together.

11. St. John’s is where a hundred teenag-
ers and a hundred seniors meet because
it’s the COOL thing to do.

12. St. John’s has the space, money and
people to support our worship, prayer
and action in and for God’s world.

13. Through sermons, worship and com-
munity St. John’s connects the spiritual
to every day life and every day life to the
spiritual.

14. St. John’s is a spiritual campus (and
campus is more than a location).

15. St. John’s is an incubator for creativ-
ity.

16. The loyalty and dedication of St.
John’s community grows from and pro-
duces faith energy that accomplishes
both great and small good works.

17. The Christian dynamism of St. John’s
impacts our local and world community.

18. St. John’s is a place of prayer that
nourishes the community’s spiritual
growth and is formational for service in
the world.

19. St. John’s adapts to meet the diverse
spiritual and human needs of members,
the community and the world.

20. St. John’s has direct access from
Thornhill for easy accessibility, visibility
and availability for all.

21. St. John’s has sufficient staff with a
great sense of humor.

22. St. John’s is a place of healing and
refuge for all

23. St. John’s promotes interfaith com-
munication, conversation and coopera-
tion in the region.

24. St. John’s is the church in Oakland
where youth want to go/be.

25. St. John’s meets its facility goals
within its financial means to the benefit
of the largest number of people and with
due respect of our neighbors.




Senior Warden Reflects

As we enter the time of Advent, I can’t
help but reflect back on the potential
power of the introspection and focusing
on future “possibilities” that has been oc-
curring within our parish during the last
year. The results and suggested “possibili-
ties” that came to the surface out of the
Rewired Summit (Appreciative Inquiry)
process on October 30 was intriguing
and profound. Remember that this whole
re-evaluation process began back in the
Spring with our “one on one” conversa-
tions having to do with “what works” and
“what gives life to this church”.

Charlotte Millner charting the possibilities.

Out of these conversations came certain
themes which became the springboard for
our conversations, discoveries and insights
at the tables on the 30th. In the next few
months you will hear more about these
‘awarenesses’ as the Vestry, the Ministry
Catalysts and other church leaders reflect
and identify activities and programs in
support of those “possibility” statements.
Aswe near a new year with a revived stew-
ardship awareness, a revised budget devel-
opment process, the very real possibility
of creating more of a community con-
nectedness with a “bridge” to Thornhill,
and with these new “possibilities” before
us, it looks to be an exciting, creative time
ahead. I know Rev. Ann will have more
to say about the process and the outcome
but, I must say a huge thank you to all who
were involved for being an integral part of
the spiritual growth and development at
St. John’s.

Back in the first week of November it be-
came apparent that the City of Oakland’s
EIR (environment impact report) pro-
cess for our proposed project was nearing
completion. At that time we were advised

that it looked as though we would have an
informational meeting with the Planning
Commission on December 15 and an
Approval meeting with the Commission
sometime in January 2011. Our formal ap-
plication was submitted to the City on No-
vember 1, 2006. The City’s time line has
been a bit like wandering in the desert. At
this time, however, we are preparing for
the meeting on the 15th with great enthu-
siasm and expectation — which seems ap-
propriate for Advent. We are nearing the
time when all of us will need to clearly un-
derstand the goals and intentions of this
journey and the importance to the future
generations of worshippers at St. John’s.

Robert Davidson,
Senzor Warden

Men’s Group Activities

All men of the parish are cordially invit-
ed to the Men’s Group Annual Holiday
Prime Rib Dinner and Gift Exchange
Follies on Tuesday, December 21 at 6pm
at the church. This is our sixth annual
holiday celebration and a great chance for
men who are new to the church to gather
for great food and fellowship. Please bring
a gift valued at $10 or less to exchange -
the nuttier the better!

The men’s group will also gather for our
annual retreat at the Bishop’s Ranch in
Healdsburg the weekend of March 11-13,
2011. This is a great chance to build or
deepen friendships and enjoy great food
and relaxation in the beautiful setting of
the Ranch.

The men’s group also gathers the third
Tuesday of every month at 6pm at the
church for dinner, fellowship and occa-
sional discussions on how we can best live
our faith in public life.

Please RSP to Paul Brumibaum at 510 843
3120 or zpanlb@mwellsfargo.com for any or all of
these events.

Call for new Program
Proposals!

The newly formed Program Review

committee of the vestry is embark-
ing on a review/evaluation process of all
St. John’s programs. Our mission is to
align programs with goals and objectives
resulting from the Rewired (Appreciative
Inquiry) process and also to align all ex-
penses with the realities of our current
budget. We will be reviewing all stand-
ing programs (i.e. music, education, youth
group, ctc.) and we'd like to know of any
new program ideas or proposals parishio-
ners may have.

Please provide us with a description of the
program you would like to propose and
any costs associated with the program.
Ideally, we would like this information
by eatly December however, if you need
more time to gather the information, give
us a heads-up that you will be submitting
something later in the month.

If you are interested in starting an in-reach
or out-reach program at St. John’s , please
contact Senior Warden Robert Davidson
at robertdavidson@earthlink.net or Su-
san Stutzman at msstutz(@comecast.net.
We'd also be happy to answer any ques-
tions you may have.

The Year in Worship

Bucharistic Lectionary: Year C
Daily Office Lectionary: Year Two
Advent 2009 to Advent eve 2010

St. John’s Episcopal Church

1707 Gouldin Road, Oakland, CA 94611
510/339-2200 — Fax 510/339-2487
wiww.stjobnsoakland.org

The Rev. Scott Denman, Rector

Editor: Laurie Bennett
Layout: Ray Craun
Production: Dennis Reeve
Publisher: Bedivere
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The Seminarian Among Us

I would like to personal-
ly thank everyone associ-
ated with the beloved St
John’s community. The
manner in which you
have welcomed me into
your community feels
as though I have always
been a part of St John’s. For those of you
that are unaware, I will be the Seminary
Intern at St John’s over the next two years
while I continue the journey towards ordi-
nation within the Episcopal Church. The
staff at St John’s has graciously allowed me
to ease into my role at St John’s instead of
diving in head first. I am completing a dif-
ficult academic semester this year with five
upper level graduate courses. Therefore,
my involvement at St John’s this semes-
ter has been limited. My current involve-
ment consists of attending staff meetings,
assisting with the youth CNC confirma-
tion program, starting a new young adults
group, and leading a discussion on war
and ethics with the St John’s men’s group.

Once I am able to put this semester be-
hind me I will be able to dedicate more
of my time to St John’s. I am scheduled to
begin preaching in January.

N

I would like to further introduce myself
and explain how I landed on your door-
step. I have always grown up in Church.
My mother has been the music director
of each church that I have attended. And
anyone who has grown up with a parent
on staff at a church knows that the church
quickly becomes a second home. I left my
parents house after high school to play
soccer in college. Upon graduating from
the University of Arkansas I accepted a
position within the telecommunications
industry. I found myself unfulfilled with-
in the corporate environment and began a
search for employment that would prove
to be more challenging. I began watch-
ing the news each night after work as our
military entered into armed conflict with
Iraq. I felt that military service during a
time of war would provide the challenge
that I was seeking. Little did I know that
in less than one year’s time, I would find
myself on the streets of Baghdad.

My experiences in the military brought
upon a period of deep personal reflection
in my life. Upon witnessing the atrocities
committed in armed combat I began to
search for deeper purpose and meaning in
life. I also wanted to find a way for future
generations not to have to experience the

effects of war in society. Through numer-
ous conversations with military chaplains,
personal discernment and prayer I felt
that a seminary education would provide
the appropriate environment for seeking
truth, justice and peace. Currently, I am
approaching my final semester at the Pa-
cific School of Religion in Berkeley. Last
year I took a break from my academics
and completed my Clinical Pastoral Ed-
ucation as a Hospice Chaplain working
with terminally ill patients and their fami-
lies. Upon completion of my Master of Di-
vinity program this Spring, I will undergo
a one year program in Anglican Studies at
CDSP to fulfill ordination requirements.
This will prepare me to return to the Dio-
cese of Arkansas for placement within a
Parish.

I am rather new to the Episcopal Church,
but I am not new to “church” in general.
I have always had a deep love and respect
for the local church. I believe the Church
has the unlimited potential to positively
impact the lives of its members, commu-
nity, and world. I see myself as unmolded
clay at St John’s. My prayer is that over the
fnext two years we can partner together so
that I will be effectively shaped into the
ministry in which God calls me. As I con-
tinue the path to ordination, my forma-
tion is largely in the hands of the loving
community of St John’s. I believe deeply
that one’s success is directly tied to those
who helped in their development. I am
confident that the community of St John’s
is one that I will forever look back upon
and cherish.

In closing, I would like to again thank
cach and everyone at St Johns. I am over-
whelmed by the love, encouragement and
support that I have received from staff
and parishioners. I look forward to being
a part of your community over the next
two years.

Blessings,
Andrew Hybl

Women’s Lenten Retreat

Wendy Manley will lead the women
of St. John’s for the Lenten Wom-
en’s Retreat at Bishop’s Ranch on
Friday, March 18 through Sunday,
March 20. More details will be

available in January.

St. John’s Family

A mini-St. John’s reunion in November
at Berkeley Rep: SUSAN and ANNIE
PIERPOINT ran into BOB and SAN-
DRA DAVIDSON and MARY KIM-
BALL.. BARBARA and TOM SLOANE
have returned from a three-week vacation
in Malta and Sicily. The weather was mar-
velous and Sicily especially beautiful. One
highlight was a trip up Mt. Etna. Visits in-
cluded several cathedrals with spectacular
mosaic decorations. As far as cuisine was
concerned, what’s not to like about piz-
za, cappucino, eggplant and gelato, all in
great quantities? A fine trip, but coming
home is always best... A three-day event
in San Francisco to celebrated the 65th
anniversary of the signing of the United
Nations Charter. BONNIE MORAN
participated in the October commemora-
tive concert performing Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony with the Oakland Symphony
Chorus and the S.F. Gay Men’s Chorus
at San Francisco’s Scottish Rite Center.
BONNIE and JERRY then traveled to
Chicago to attend great-niece’s wedding.
Their daughter, MELINDA joined them
for the festivities.. ROBBIE and MAT-
= THEW TIEMSTRA
| both had roles in Bish-
~ op O’Dowd’s recent pro-
duction of Studs Terkel’s
| “Working.”Bravol... AB-
| IGAIL SMITH placed
Third in the Nor-Cal
State’s All-Round gym-
nastics competition...

Send your St. John's Family items to Sara
Evinger at sevinger(@comcast.net.

Sunday,
December 12,
Christmas mught be

Found af he

B:55 a.m. Service &
10:00 a.m.

Youih Cheir Concert




Oakland Mayor’s Toy Drive

Youth Group Shops for
Christmas Gifts

The youth held a successful bake sale
in November to raise money for the toy
drive. They raised $235 thanks to all you
hungry folks. They also collected $197 in
spare change. With their own money and
other donations the total came to $525!!

As a youth group event we all met in
Montclair at Rite Aide to shop. Wow, fif-
teen teenagers can shop fast when spend-
ing other people’s money. Yet they selected
thoughtful toys and gifts for all ages and
both genders. As we all stood in line with
five baskets full of gifts the other folks in

the store were very amazed and amused.

Once all the items were packed in to my
car -- and I am always in awe that no mat-
ter how much we buy it always fits in my
car -- all of the youth celebrated at Yogofi-
na. We ended up sitting outside to eat and
have an informal youth group check in /
meeting. As many people walked by star-
ing at this crazy yet nice group of kids our
youth would say ” hi” and “We are from
St. John’s Episcopal Church. Want to join
us?” Some folks smiled - some walked
away faster!! Who would think that a loud
group of teens outside Yogofina after dark
were not trouble makers, but a church
youth group?

I am really proud of the youth!

The youth also want to thank Ray Riess for
her constant support of their spare change
Pennies from Heaven. Year round as Ray
walks through Oakland she checks out all
the parking meters for spare change. Over
the year Ray has collected over $100. So
thanks you so much, Ray.

This is the 22nd year that the youth have

completed this outreach project in Oak-
land.

Kellor

Church School News
Advent 2010

“Everything is changed. It is now the time of the
color Purple.”

-Godly Play Advent 1 Lesson

Godly Play Advent Series: December 5th
and 19th . On 2 Sundays in Advent, the
children will hear about elements in the
Christmas story, like Prophets, the Holy
Family, Shepherds, and Wise Men. The
story builds upon itself and creates a beau-
tiful sense of anticipation. It’s a wonderful
way to prepare for Christmas! Don’t miss
a session!

4th-6th Grade Bible 1.OLs: The fourth
through sixth grade will continue work-
ing with our new curriculum, which finds
the humor in many of the bible stories
they already know from Godly Play. Us-
ing single-panel bible comics, the students
are learning that the bible is not boring,
and can be downright hysterical! Check
out the comics we’re using at www.rever-
endfun.com. And watch the 8:55 bulletins
for a new Prayers of the People written by
the students!

Observing Godly Play Reminder: If any
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, or
other adults are interested in observing a
Godly Play class, don’t hesitate to Email
Annie! We arrange ahead of time to make
sure only one adult observes at a time. We
welcome anyone who’s been “wondering”
about Godly Play to join us!

Annie Pierpoint — afpierpoint(@gmail.com

Donut Hole Pantry: During Advent, any 4th-Gth
Grader who brings canned food for St. James food pan-
try will receive one donut hole for each item! Up to 5
donut holes per Sunday.

Youth Choir

The Youth Choir will present their Ad-
vent Concert on Sunday, December 12.
You are invited to attend the 8:55 a.m. ser-
vice where we will begin to explore the
theme, “Where Is Christmas?” Following
the service and a brief “intermission,” The
Morning News on KST]J - a regular fea-
ture of our Advent programs - will con-
tinue the search aided by a variety of fa-
mous detectives and special guests. Bring
your friends.

Keep (Youth) Choir
in Your Christmas!

— Former Youth Choir mem-
2| bers and all Junior High and
High School gitls are invited

# to be part of the Youth Choir
for Christmas Eve. There will
be a special rehearsal on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 21 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. including
lasagna supper in the Fischer Room, fol-
lowed by rehearsal in the church. Christ-
mas Eve commitment involves a rehearsal
at 3:45 p.m. and the wonderful narrated
pageant acted out by all the children be-
ginning at 4:30 p.m. RSVPs are required
for the supper and rehearsal so we can
have enough food and music. Please con-
tact Sara E if you’re interested. sevinger(@
comcast.net.

Youth Choir

St. John’s Youth Choir performed at the
Pirate Eucharist in October and at the
8:55 a.m. service’s remembrance of Veter-
an’s Day. They will sing at the 8:55 service
on December 12, followed by their Ad-
vent Concert, written especially for them
by Sara E. Former Youth Choir members
and current choristers will join together
for the 4:30 p.m. pageant and service on
Christmas Eve.

Rehearsals will resume after the Christ-
mas break on January 4 at 7:00 p.m. New
members are always welcome, from sec-
ond semester first-graders through high
school. For more information, contact
Sara EBvinger at 510-058-2792 or sev-
inger(@comcast.net




All Parish Breakfast and
the Fall 2010 Pledge Drive

The most important aspect of tithing and
stewardship is not the raising of money for the
church, but the development of devoted Chris-

tans.

- Fred M. Wood

On Sunday, November 7th, St. John’s
Stewardship Committee hosted an All
Parish Breakfast to kick off the 2011
Pledge Drive campaign.

Lox, cteam cheese, fruit salad, and
muffins and scones of every kind were
served, all from Rick and Ann’s in
Berkeley. The Rev. Canon Britt Olson
spoke, along with Lilah Greene and a
spontaneous testimonial from Brenda
Richardson. Each table of people (and
there were 19 tables in the Nave, with
room for morel) was asked to spend
about 15 minutes responding to one or
more of the questions provided.

Eucharist was celebrated at each table
with Scott presiding. Despite raining
heavily throughout the morning, there
was a good turnout (approximately 144
parishioners). A big thanks to the fol-
lowing people for helping to make the
event such a success:

Jeannie Church (along with her husband Zach
and daughters Corinne and Phoebe :)

Louise Miller Craig Fisher
Jennifer Kitt Peter Freenan
Sandra Abn Ken Fuller
Laurie Bennett Lilah Greene
Will Berkey Nancy Hall
Melissa Braner Andrew FHybl
Carol Brown Tim Johnson
Theo Cavanangh Sarah Jones
Don Coulter Jim Macllvaine
Bryan Culp Pete Marcuzzo
Bob Davidson Ray Reiss
Gordon and Betsy Robinson
Nangy Everett Dong Wong
Michelle Ziegmann

After the breakfast, parishioners in atten-
dance picked up their pledge packets and
for those who either forgot their packets
or were unable to attend the breakfast,
pledge packets were immediately mailed
out. If you haven’t had a chance to read
the St. John’s Guide to Giving 2011, please
do so - there is an excellent worksheet in-
cluded in the Guide which can help you
reflect and determine your financial con-
tribution to St. John’s and other charitable
causes for 2011.

November 14th and 21st were St. John’s
two Commitment Sundays, on which pa-
rishioners could offer their pledge cards
during the service to be received and
blessed. If you have not yet turned in
your completed pledge card, please do so
by either mailing your card to St. John’s
marked “Attention Treasurer,” or drop it
in the collection plate marked “Confiden-
tial — Attn: Treasurer.” If you are intend-
ing to make a pledge to St. John’s for 2011,
if at all possible please do so by December
31st.

As hopefully you know by now, Steward-
ship is more than just the annual Pledge
Drive. It is a way of living in gratitude for
all that God has given each of us — time,
talent and treasure — to let us go forth
in the wotld to love and serve the Lotd,
through Jesus Christ.

Thank you to all who attended the break-
fast. Thank you to all parishioners at St.
John’s for making St. John’s a place to help
us discern our gifts and then share them
intentionally with God’s creation.

Michelle Inama, Stewardship Chair

Treasurer’s Report

In order to keep the waterwheel of St
John’s churning, we need a better water
flow. And whether you are part of that
waterwheel for faith, action, community,
sanctuary, music, youth - whatever St.
John’s - the community and leadership of
Scott Denman - brings to your life - has
brought into your life - will bring into
your life - St. John’s needs your financial
suppott.

Brenda Richardson’s
Testimonial

When I am in a gathering like this,

filled with God’s spirit, 1 feel the
need to testify. I can’t help myself. I guess
it’s the Baptist in me. We’ve been hear-
ing this morning about the importance of
tithing, and I wanted to tell you about a
recent event in my own life. As many of
you know, my husband, Mark, and I have
recently returned to the Bay Area, where
he was named the president and dean of
the Church Divinity School of the Pa-
cific. We are buying our first home, and
of course that’s a big expense. And not
surprisingly, the bulk of our donations
are going to the school. So try to imag-
ine my response when Mark pointed out
last week that we also need to pledge to
the two other churches I'm attending. I
was shocked, and even angry, but Mark
ignored my outburst, because he wanted
to make a point.

He said, “Not only do you attend St.
John’s, but all three of our children were
in St. John’s youth group, and now that
they’re grown, we have a grandson in-
volved in their youth group. You talk a
lot about how you love that parish, but it’s
not enough to just say you love and en-
joy a place. If youre going to talk the talk,
youve got to walk the walk.”

Well, I soon realized that I was angry be-
cause Mark was right. And that’s why I'm
showing you this check. It is the first of
twelve, and you’ll be getting one every
month as a sign of our Thanksgiving for
this congregation.

Oct. 2010 Budget | % Budget | Budget for
YTD | entire 2010
Year to date YTD

Pledge revenue 386,628 404,563 79% 490,000

Other contributions 14,865 29,904 30% 49,000

Total contributed revenue 401,493 434,467 74% 539,000
Operating Expenses

Personnel 304,718 297,221 83% 365,830

Assessment 85,485 84,836 84% 101,703

Utilities, Ins., Admin & Property 66,153 66,045 86% 77,212

Youth 4,862 8,549 50% 9,740

General Programs 23,343 26,847 70% 33,490

484,561 483,498 82% 587,975

Net Rent Income 36,981 45,999 76% 48,975

Year to date deficit -46,087 -3,032 0
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Stewardship in the Commu-
nity Outside Our Doors

The St John’s and St Augustine’s reading
tutors were at work with the third grade
boys and girls at Horace Mann Elemen-
tary School when Patti Sheehan, the as-
sistant principal, walked in. She motioned
me aside for a chat.

«o.

ve got a serious problem; can I talk to
you about it? Yesterday I got a call from
Mzrs. Hunter; you know who she is, don’t
your” “Yes, she’s Ricky’s grandmother and
caregiver, isn’t she?” I said. Ricky is the
nine year old third grader that I have been
tutoring for the past two school years.

“Her call was not just about Ricky, it was
about Ricky and his four siblings. Alto-
gether, Mrs. Hunter is caring for twins
who are one, a two-year old sister, Ricky
and Ricky’s older sister, who is twelve. She
called to tell me that she was desperate,
she had no money and that she had no
food for the children, or herself. So T did
something that I am not supposed to do,
I went to the store and bought them some
emergency food and I gave her the little
bit of money that I had.”

Hm, I thought to myself: Patti sounds like
she did exactly what Jesus commanded us
to do, but she can’t be doing this for one
family, she has a school full of needy chil-
dren. “Patti, you have a good heart, but
please don’t do this any more; especially
with money or you will be in big trouble
with the school system and with all the
other parents and children.”

“Well Frank, you have lots of contacts, can
you help Mrs. Hunter and the children?”
“Yes Patti, I do and yes, I will; I replied.”
So at the end of our tutoring session, I
collected Barbara, Brenda and Jeri, who
I knew were all members of St Monica’s
guild at St Augustine’s. I told them about
Mrs. Hunter and the children and asked if
they could get some help for her from St
Monica’s guild. The women thought that
they could get the guild to “adopt” the
family and agreed to take this up at the
next guild meeting,

A few nights later, at our St John’s minis-
try catalyst meeting, 1 told the assembled
catalysts about Mrs. Hunter and her chil-
dren, and I stated my intention to take the
$250 in my Deacon’s Discretionary Fund
and buy enough food to hold the family
over until the St Augustine’s women could
get into action. I not only received total
support from the catalysts, I got help from

Sandra Ahn to do the shopping. So San-
dra and I each went shopping and filled
the trunks of our two cars with bags of
staples, breakfast cereal, vegetables, fruit
and juices, butter, milk and bread and lots
and lots of kid’s food. Together we used
about $160 from my discretionary fund,
so we have about $90 left in case there is a
further emergency.

Last week, Brenda, Sandra and 1 deliv-
ered the food to Mrs. Hunter. It was like
Christmas in November at her house. She
was so excited and grateful; but she didn’t
forget to ask how Ricky was doing with
his reading. While Sandra and I toted the
bags of food, Brenda made friends with
Mrs. Hunter and they will get together
to talk about how Mrs. Hunter can get
hooked up with support from Oakland
and from Alameda County. Last Sun-
day Brenda reported that the St Monica’s
guild had voted to “adopt” the Hunter
family at least through Christmas and into
the new year, so enough time is available
to get them signed up for city and county
assistance.

Jm

Brought to you by
St. John’s Youth Choir,
St. John’s Youth Group
and their families

In the weeks before the
Youth Choir’s December 12
concert, please ask at least

5 of your neighbors for

Food Pantry
Foodraiser

Sunday, December 12
9:00 a.m.

canned food donations for
St. James Emergency Food Pantry.

Collect a case of canned ccImng
Drovide plenty of pasta?
Let’s build a Tower of Tuna?

OUR GOAL IS TWO PICKUP TRUCKS FULL

As I reflected on this small experience in
the life of two parishes, I realized that our
two congregations are becoming perma-
nently linked together; and that many in-
dividual friendships are being forged. I am
certain that the synergy between our two
parishes will lead us into many new oppot-
tunities to fulfill Jesus Great Command-
ment; and in this season of our Steward-
ship Awareness, we are being shown how
important a very small amount of money
becomes when it is coupled with love for
our neighbors.

So here is a small insight for us all as we
think and pray about our stewardship op-
portunities at St John’s. Stewardship is re-
ally our response to our Creator’s love for
us. When we respond in love to God and
our neighbors, we are lifted up and en-
abled to do great things. God bless cach
and every one of you who have gained a
new vision of stewardship and have be-
come willing to spend and be spent in ser-
vice to our neighbors.

The Rev Deacon Frank Sterling

==

At 10:45 am., we’ll be filling those trucks
following the 9:00 a.m. service and
the 10:00—10:30 a.m. concert.




Christmas at Towne House

You will notice the green paper Xmas tree
pinned to the wall in the narthex during
Advent, with gift tags hanging from it.
Each tag represents a wish from a mem-
ber of Towne House, which we have been
serving since the 1980’s. The tags are spe-
cific requests, but if you are feeling gener-
ous, you could also just bring warm socks,
gloves, hats or scarves, or anything uni-
sex that would make someone happy. You
may wonder about where your gifts are
going.

Towne House has been serving the Oak-
land community since 1969. Based on
principles of psychosocial rehabilitation
and the clubhouse model, the program
promotes hope and recovery in a sup-
portive environment. The program en-
courages inclusion, finding a sense of pur-
pose, and developing meaningful roles as
a way of gaining the confidence and skills
necessary to lead productive and socially
satisfying lives. The program is strength-
based, and it is assumed that every indi-
vidual has unique talents to contribute to
the clubhouse. Approximately 45 people
participate in the program each day, and
the full membership is about 80 people.
Members are referred to the program
by psychiatrists, case managers, or other
mental health providers. Members choose
from one of three groups where they can
participate in structured daily activities es-
sential to the operation of the program.

Towne House lost three of its four Adult
Education teachers in 2009, and many
members had their SSI benefits cut. Mil-
lie Alvarez, Director at Towne House for
many years, said in her last letter before
retirement: “We are only able to continue
the services we provide because of the ef-
forts of caring friends like you.”

For many, Xmas is often not something to
look forward to. But we help with that. For
many, ours was the only wrapped gift they
received, and it was an item they request-
ed! This is so wonderful for them. Last
year, all the tags were removed from the
tree by us parishioners, and all the wishes
were fulfilled. Here are some of the mem-
bers’ responses to our generosity:

Patrick thinks of the gift of life. “We are
somehow created and each year we receive
a new life. We celebrate that by giving
gifts.”” He asks that we remember to ask
God’s blessing on everyone at St. John’s.

Kristen: “Thank you so much for your
thoughtfulness. You helped to make our
Christmas truly special, and it’s appreci-
ated.”

Candice: “Thank you so much for the $25
gift certificate. I didn’t expect to get this
big gift.”

Marike: “Dear FPriends, Thank you so
much for your overwhelming generosity.

You help make the holiday season extra
wonderful.”

1 think no more need be said. I can’t smile
enough thinking abont the joy these nembers will
excperience, thanks to all of you.

Ray Riess

Solar Report

The new electrical “power plant” went on
line towards the end of May of 2010 and
has had the luxury of operating very well
during the sun filled days since. There
has always been the question of whether
or not the size of the panel array was ad-
equate to cover all of our electrical needs
in a year without “gifting” free electricity
back to PG&E. As of the end of October
it looks as though the 16Kw facility may
be sized just right. We have accumulated
a total of $1,406.39 worth of credits (for
the most part it has been sunny and warm
since the last billing cycle which means
that amount is even higher) which will be
used during the darker and, maybe, rainy
days ahead. The ideal is that by the end of
May 2011 our electricity, except for the in-
stallation itself, will cost us nothing. More
later.

The Ecology Group

Faith

S

at St. John’s Oakland

\'Q‘\ Formation
\\?

2010-11 Offerings
Episcopal 101

Conversations about the
Episcopal Christian tradition,
led by the clergy, Sunday

mornings, ongoing

While We Wait: Living

the Questions of Advent

A six-part study using Mary Lou
Redding’s book of the same
name, led by Sandra Ahn, Sunday
mornings beginning Nov. 28

Poetry from the
Christian Tradition
Explorations with Jesse
Warr, Tuesday evenings
beginning late Jan. 2011

Embracing Loss: Lay
Pastoral Care with

the Bereaved

A six-part series (each unit stand-
alone) led by the Rev. Roy Gesley,
Thursday evenings in Lent 2011

Receiving Time as

One of God’s Gifts

A three-part study led by
Jennifer Kitt on the book
Receiving the Day, Christian
Practices for Opening the Gift of
Time by Dorothy Bass, Sunday
mornings beginning mid-Jan.

For updates see the Web site
- www.stjohnsoakland.
org - or contact Adult Faith
Formation Ministry Catalyst
Sandra Ahn at 510.290.2850
or Sjahn_vienna@yahoo.com.
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St. John’s Bulletin Board

Come See AFF

‘Adult Faith Formation’ (AFF) is our new
name for Adult Education. Faith Forma-
tion reflects our purpose to provide op-
portunities that will allow adults to de-
velop and strengthen their faith in God.
The programs include Adult Education,
Education for Ministry (EFM), Congre-
gational Vocations Commission (CVC)
and Adult Confirm Not Conform.

Look for our new bookmark that lists up-
coming classes on our bulletin board. If
you have any questions please call Sandra
Ahn 510-290-2850 ot sjahn_vienna@ya-

hoo.com.

Can You Help?

Ride/Carpool Ministry: The small group
of volunteers who make themselves avail-
able to drive others to church seeks to add
more drivers to their cohort. Each vol-
unteer is asked to drive less than once a
month. Currently two parishioners are be-
ing regularly driven, but others are on the
waiting list. Please consider joining this
important in-reach ministry. Contact in-
terim coordinator Barbara Cadwalader at
510.547.0391 or bcadwalader@earthlink.

net.

In Memoriam

Cherished Parishioners who
passed away in November

Neal Clark
John Weichart

31st annual BART caroling

Wednesday, December 15, from 5:30 -
7:00 p.m. at Rockridge BART, top of the
escalator. Dress warmly, bring jingle bells
and/or friends. We’ll provide the carol
books. For more info, contact Sara E at
510-658-2792.

Elderberries Invites Everyone
to a Holiday Potluck and Party

Wednesday, December 8 Noon-2 PM

The Noon Eucharist will be followed
by a festive potluck luncheon at 12:30.
In addition to your favorite food, bring
a useful white elephant gift for a playful
gift exchange.

Thank You, THANK YOU

We at St. John’s Church would like to ac-
knowledge with appreciation the follow-
ing groups and their members for their
dedication and service to the life of our
church. Detailed description of the put-
pose and function of the groups is print-
ed in The Parish Guide. If you have any
questions please contact the chair listed
below.

* Healthy Oakland - Adult Literacy —
Frank Sterling

* History and Church Archive —
Bryan Culp

e Horace Mann School Tutors —
Frank Sterling (interim)

* Landscaping — Tim Inama

Wanted

New or Used Refrigerator—The youth
room fridge is in sad shape and painful-
ly energy inefficient. We need an upgrade!
Can you help the youth room be more en-
ergy saving ?

Contact Kellor Smith at Kellor@stjohn-
soakland.org;

Hospitality/Java Corps
Service in December

Thank you in advance to the following
groups that are providing hospitality dur-
ing Advent:

5-Dec: Stewardship Committee
(Michelle Inama)

12-Dec: North Oakland Village
(Sandra Davidson)

19-Dec: Finance Committee
(Peter Freeman)

26-Dec: Vestry (Bob Davidson)

Please plan to provide hospitality after
both the 8:55 and 10:45 services - on the
patio, reception room or hall. Questions?
Contact Sarah Jones at sarahcjones@
mindspring.com.

Note: Dec. 5 is the first Sunday of the
month and therefore 10 a.m. only: no 8:55
or 10:45. Dec. 26 is the usual first Sunday
service schedule, 7:45 and 10.)

St. John's vision is to manifest God’s love through invitation, inclusion, faith and action

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Church Mouse News

1707 GOULDIN ROAD, OAKLAND, CA 94611 510/ 339-2200




